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INTRODUCTION. 


Is the preſent time, ſo productive of ſtriking and ſur- 
priſing events, to be inattentive or unaffected, would in- 
dicate extreme ſtupidity, as well as irreligion. Few of 
any deſcription, it is preſumed, are now to be found in a 
ſtate of indifference about them; though proper views, 
or a religious improvement of them, it is to be feared, are 
ſtill very rare. With reference to the preſent occurren- 
ces of providence, though the deſign and general ten- 
dency of them be very ſtrongly marked, as of thoſe of a 
ſimilar nature in other times, it may be ſaid, none of th 
wicked ſball underſtand, but the wiſe ſhall underfiand, Dan. 
xii. 10. This wiſdom is only to be attained by a careful 
attention to what is noted. in the ſcriptures of truth. The 
religious obſerver-muſt view theſe occurrences with ano- 
ther eye than the mere politician, the- philoſopher, or 
ſpeculator of this-world ; and may perceive in them, what 
may be very remote from vulgar apprehenſion ; and the 
judgment and conclufions he, may form upon them, may 
have little agreement with the varying and faſhion- 
able maxims; or the narrow ſelfiſh policy, of particular 
nations. Es | 
A.2 
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We are told by it the wiſeſt of kings, that when a little 
city was befieged by a great king, it was delivered by the 
wiſdom of a poor man, when military force and {Kill fail. 
ed; and thence he inculcates the important leſſon, that 
woiſtom is better than ſtrength, or aveapons of war ; though 
the "wiſdom of the poor is uſually deſpiſed and their words are 
not heard, Eccl. ix. 14, X.—18. 

In a time of impending calamity, ſuch as is now com 
upon Great Britain, there is more need of all the collec- 
ted wiſdom to be found in it, than of numerous armies, 
and the formidable apparatus of war, which, if not guid- 
ed by wile counſels, or employed conformably to the ſpirit 
and laws of true religion, may only bring ſhame, and 
accumulated ruin upon a nation, inſtead of producing de- 
liverance. In ſuch circumſtances, any individual, whether 
Tich or poor, in public or private ſtations, who may have 
any hints or ſalutary advice to impart, inſtead of being 

. compelled to ſuppreſs, ought ſurely to be allowed freely 
and faithfully to impart them, and is intitled to an im- 
f whe hearing. If he cannot have influence hereby to 

ave the city where he refides, he may at leaſt do juſtice 
to his own convictions, and deliver his ewn ſoul. From 
the ſpirit at preſent prevailing, eſpecially the jealouſy, 
miſconſtruction, and blind violence, in regard to every 
attempt to point out public errors or abuſes, or to enforce 
the neceflity of any fort of reform, whereby all freedom 
of ſpeaking, writing, or preaching upon fuch heads, when 
it is moſt needful and ſeafonable, is in Peril, not only of 
being abridged, but aboliſhed, —the writer of this has no 
Hope, by this or any other mean he can employ, of being 


ſucceſsful in the former view; he mutt therefore, in ſub- 


miffion to the will of rNotdetice: reſt ſatisfied with endea- 
vouring to do duty in the latter. But furely there cannot 
be 2 more glaring evidence of a nation being far advanced 
in the laſt ſtage of depravity, nor a more awful ſymptom 
of its approac ing ruin, than when its rulers, or the body 


of the people, engage in an Ivowed ſupport of the greateſt 
evils abounding among them, and in the obſtinate defence 
ol the whole ſyſtem of public Corrapeion? and when they 
Vould Prec: :pae the means whereby they may" either fa: 


Oh 
detetted or removed:—when they cannot even bear to be 
reminded of them, but account it the moſt dangerous and 
unpardonable of all crimes to remonſtrate againſt them, 
or to plead for reformation. The patient muſt be in a 
deplorable caſe indeed, who, from the crown to the foot, 
is all full of wounds, beniſcs and putrifying ſores, who is 
ſick in head and heart, and yet will not allow theſe ſores 


to be touched or opened: and his frenzy muſt have riſen 


to its height, when the mention of lenient balm or healing 
ointment, excites his rage. Whether the condition of Bri- 
tain already bears any fimilarity to this, or be nearly ap- 
proaching to it, ſhall be left to every man's own deliberate 
judgment. For my part, I can ſcarce think of one fin 
wanting to fill up completely the meaſure of our iniquity, 
and to mark us out as ripe for ſome {ſevere and ſpeedy. 
vengeance, unleſs it be that of direct perſecution againit 


the profeſſors, of religion, for conſcience ſake, and the 


revival of the whole code of ſanguinary laws, and the old 
barbarities againſt thoſe who contend for reformation on 
religious grounds, and by religious means, ſuch as de ſtroy- 


cd the liberty, property, and lives of the beſt part of the 


community, in paſt times. From theſe, in the divine 


mercy, men are yet reſtrained : but there are too many 


grounds to fear, that if matters go on in the train they 
have been in for ſome time paſt, even theſe may not be 
at ſuch a very great diſtance as the ſecure and thought- 
Jeſs are ready to ſuppoſe. Many think they can, perceive, 
in the ſpirit and ſome of the principles of thoſe who have 
been moſt active in promoting ſome late violent meaſures, 
too near an approach, and a ſtriking. affinity, to thoſe 
which formerly produced all that execrable ſyſtem. The 
tranſition is eaſy from ſecular perſons, and civil cauſes and 
aſſociations, to-thoſe that are eccleſiaſtical and religious: 
and the fame maxims and meaſures may, in ſome hour of 


| increaſing folly and infatuation, be applied equally againſt 


both. How often religious perlecution has been introduc- 
ed, and maintained in all its horrors, under the pretext'of 
Rtate<policy the preſervation of the public peace, and 
pre vention of dangerous innovations, none who have any 
tolerable acquaintance with its hiſtory, in our on land, or 
in other nations, need to be told. 


* 


The following ſhort Warning and n. compoſed 
at the alarming juncture, when the meeting of the ſupreme 


council of the nation was ſuddenly called, wherein the re- 


ſolutions were adopted, which ſoon involved the nation 
in. the war, which ſince hath continued to rage. Ir was 
prepared for a day of humiliation, kept in ſeveral congre- 
gations, about that time, by recommendation of a preſby- 
tery in connection with the general aſſociate ſynod of Scot- 


land. The extraordinary criſis, and the great commotion 


of man's minds, not only warranted caſting a glance at the 
general ſtate of Europe, but ſeemed to demand a more 
particular attention to public occurrences, and enumera- 


tion of public evils, eſpecially of our own nation, than are 


uſual or practicable on ordinary occafions of the ſame na- 


ture. As people in ſuch caſes expect, ſo they are entitled 


to, the beſt judgment and advice their religious inſtructors 


can give them, for directing their duty and Chriſtian ex- 
ereiſe in reference to theſe occurrences. Political or civil 


affairs, however, are only brought into conſideration 
fo far as they ſerve to manifeſt the aſpects of divine provi- 


_ dence to be favourable or threatening, towards a people,. 
or age, particularly in the relation they have to the inte- 


reſts of the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt in the world; and 
ſo far as men's ſin or duty towards God, and their N 
obligations to one another, are 3 

Though the paper was rather haſtily drawm up to ſerve 


the particular purpoſe mentioned above, without any in- 
tention of being made more public; yet as it contains in 
brief the fixed views of the writer upon the ſubject, and 


points out ſome inſtances of public guilt and ſources of 


public danger, of which few ſeem at preſent to be under 


due impreſſions ;—as all his reading, meditation, and ob- 
ſervation. of the courſe of events, ſince that time, have 
tended more and more to confirm him. in the juſtneſs of 


theſe views; and as he is convinced, the people, in this 
ſeaſon of darkneſs, confuſion, and tumbling, have much 


need of ſomething of this kind; he judges it to be no leis 
ſeaſonable and applicable now, than at. the time. it was 
compoſed: it is accordingly publiſhed, © in, hopes it may” 


_ afliltſome friends to e ho deſire to be their wat 
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and to find theis th, to put a juſt conſtruction on the 

the language of ſome recent and preſent providences, to 
mark the reference of public convulſions and changes; to 
the predicted ſtate of the Redeemer's intereſt ; and ſerve 
to impreſs them with a ſenſe of the ſad decline and danger 
of the Proteſtant churches; of the neceſſity of ſpeedy re- 
pentance and reformation ; as alſo to guard them againſt 
ſinful extremes on either hand, amidſt the preſent con- 
teſts. Since the time referred: to, when Britain took an 
active part in the quarrels of the continent, public prin- 
ciples and meafures, and the ſtate of parties, have under- 
gone no eſſential alteration; only their progreffive ope- 
rations and effects have become more apparent, and the 
bitter fruits, which might have been foreſeen, : are now 

taſted. . 

At the time of writing, indeed, there remained ſome 
faint hopes, that the nation might recover from its 
roxyſm, and have its peace prolonged. But theſe hopes 
ſoon vaniſhed: hoſtilities having been determined on, 
nothing has ſince been heard in Europe but the confuſed 
noiſe, and battles of the warrior, 2vith garments rolled in 
blood; ſo that the whole earth is like to be devoured in 
the fire of the Lord's jealouſy. We have wantonly cait 
away peace, and ruſhed like the horſe into the battle. 
There is reaſon to fear that we have run upon the thick 
boſſes of the buckler of a revenging God, as well as on the 
{words of an highly incenſed enemy, whom ve ſcorned 
to take for friends and allies. We are likely to drink 
deep of the cup that is meaſuring out to the antichriſtian 
and deſpotic governments of Europe, of whoſe maxims 
and plots, and of the increaſe of whoſt influence, the en- 
lightened policy of Proteſtant ſtates always hitherto made 
them jealous. We have already paid dear, and probably 
will yet pay dearer, for our folly in entering into a 
voluntary affociation with them, and for the madneſs of 
continuing to put all to ſtake, in a cauſe which may make 
the heart of every good man to tremble, hazarding all 
that hath uſually been held moſt precious to Britons, and 
ſacred among Proteſtants. The time may be at hand, 
when we in our turn will look for peace, and with for his 
| | 7 a 
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termination of dur troubles, but will behold dothing fine 
increaſing calamity, and the darkneſs of the ſhadow of 
death] But of the dreadful import and tendency of theſe 
counſels that have brought us into the preſent dangerous 
ſituation, of the complicated miſchief and iniquity of the 
ſyſtem lately adopted, and the means whereby it is ſup- 
ported and attempted to be impoſed upon a reluctant peo- 
ple, this is neither the time, nor the place, freely to ſpeak. 
Though I had the inclination, words would be wanting, 
to do it ſufficiently. Only as to the war, I may ſay, in 
the emphatic words of a diſtinguiſhed ſenator, lately ut- 
tered in the Houle of Commons, « I have always confi- 
« dered it as unjuſt in its principle, inefficient as to its 
« means, and ruinous in its conſequences” conſequent- 
ly in a religious view, I cannot but account it one of the 
leading cauſes of divine diſpleaſure, morally, as well as 
* drawing after it public judgments. 

But though the preſent ſtate and proſpect of matters, 
as under human management, are ſuch as may almoſt over- 
whelm the ſpirit of every good man, and break every hu- 
mane heart, yet it becomes us to adore the profound and 

inſcrutable depth of the divine counſels, and to the juſt, 
though often tremendous judgments of the moſt Higb, 
we muſt with awful reverence fubmit. Amidſt the dark- 
nels which ſurrounds his throne, and the horrors. which 
muſt accompany the treading of the wyine-prefs of his 
wrath, when the vintage of the earth is fully ripe, there 
remains a laſt and never failing ſupport to the minds of 
thoſe who fear him, that he Lord ommipotent reigneth! It 
js his prerogative to ſuperintend the deſigns, to govern, to 
employ, as well as controul, the paſſions, the errors, the 
obduracy, and all the wrath of men, for bringing events 
to paſs, very different from what the human actors ex- 
pect ;—often the very reverſe of what they propoſe. 
For he taketh the wiſe in their otun craſtineſe, and the coun- 
fels of the froward he carrieth headlong. 

The writer can alfo ſay, that as he hath ever el the | 
firſt riſe of the diſputes and diſturbances in Europe, en- 
tertained the ſame uniform judgment, concerning the 
general complexion and tendency of them, notwithſtand- 


| 469 9 
ing of ſome ſtrange incidental occurrences, that have con- 
founded the minds of many, and changed the ſentiments 
and language of the unprincipled, and of the fluctuating 
vulgar, who are ready to be impreſſed only by the par- 
ticular incidents or clamours of the day, ſo it affords no 
{mall ſatisfaction to his own mind, that during the pro- 
grels of them, to the preſent critical extremity, he hath 
never declined, as often as he thought he had a call, and 
ſo far as he judged becoming the duties of his ſtation and 
his regard to public authority and peace, and ſo far as 
the violence and blind deluſion of faction permitted, to 
enter his early and continue his invariable proteſt, againſt 
all principles, and meaſures, tending to make the inhabi- 
tants of Britain acceſſary to the public calamities and guilt, 
eſpecially ot blood. The following miniſterial declarati- 
on and exhortation, in particular, relating to the ſtate of 
affairs, viewed in a moral and religious light, made at the 
alarming time referred to, he conſidered, not only as a 
needful exoneration of himſelf, but as a ſeaſonable warns 
ing to the people of his charge, not to partake of the ſins, 
as they would be kept at a diſtance from the plagues, of 
which the times are ſo fruit ful, and in which all antichriſ- 
tian counſels and combinations ultimately involve. In this 
he had the concurrence of ſome of his brethren, whom he 
haz the pleaſure to know, for the moſt part, to be like-mind- 
ed as to theſe matters. He is ſorry however to perceive, 
that ſuch warnings ſhould be rendered doubly needful 
and ſeaſonable from the increaſing confuſion and miſtakes, 
particularly from the blindneſs and unfaithful ſilence, or 
from the more dangerous ſpirit of colluſion, and of fierce 
miſtaken zeal, prevailing among the greater part of thoſe 
called the miniſters of religion, in reference to the public 
intereſts of it; in conſequence of which ſuch thick clouds 
and gloomineſs hang over the Proteſtant churches, as well 
as ſtates, that the like have not been ſeen, ſince the day . 
God brought our reforming anceſtors from under the ila» 
very, and mote than Egyptian darkneſs, of Rome. f 
Very little has hitherto been done to inform the minds 
and direct the exerciſe of Chriſtian people, as to the pre- 
ſent courſe of 0 to guard them againſt 


* 
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wrong impreſſions as to the ſignal works of God perform- 


ing in the earth. The. greater part of the publications 
which appear on theſe ſubjects, eſpecially thoſe that are 


_ Eirculated with greateſt induſtry, give ſuch a turn and 


colouring unto them, that he is convinced, they tend ra- 
taer to confound, and miſlead their conceptions; than to 
enlighten; to embarraſs their conſciences, and to kindle 


an unhallowed fire, very oppoſite to the ſpirit of Chriſti- 
anity, deſtructive to charity and peace, and hoſtile to the 


principtes and liberty of Proteſtant retormation. Among 
others, we have had a variety of pulpit orations, and now 
and then ſome ſcraps of liturgies, and court-formularies 
of prayer, obtruded upon the public; which nearly run 
in a ſimilar ſtrain, though ſome with more, and others 


with lefs caution and moderation, and which afford a 


fufficient ſpecimen of the ſentiments and the ſtrain of the 
devotions of the modern clergy. It would ſeem they 
have agreed, as with one voice, to applaud the favourite, 
though dangerous defipns of the great, and to flatter 
them with falſe hopes of ſucceſs, in the name of God and 
of his church; as the band of lying prophets once enticed 
and hardened Ahab to go up againit Ramoth Gilead, 

bidding him go and proſper : while Micaiah, a prophet of 
the Lord, for expoſing the common error, and venturing 


to condemn the enterprize, and foretell a diſaſtrous event, 


was not only ſmitten on the cheek, by one of the furious 


and fanatical band, but was by an arbitrary mandate of the 
3nfatuated prince, thut up in priſon, to be fed with bread 


and water, till the projected expedition ſhould terminate 


in victory. 


It is grieving to ſee ſo many intelligent perſons, among 
whom are doubtleſs many friends to religion, ſo far miſled 
by the buly ſpirit, but ſhallow arts of impoſition, and the 


- influence of prevailing deluſion. Even fome who have 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves by a profeflion of zeal for Chriſ- 


tian liberty and Preſbyterian reformation, appear ſo far to 


_ miſtake the aſpect of the times, that they have ſeen falſe 


burdens and cauſes of baniſhment, and concur in giving 
2 warning, and propagating falſe alarms: And if the 
rumpet give an uncertain , _ Who "_ prepare himſelf for 
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tbe battle ? This muſt neceſſarily be the caſe with all, who - -- 


either find not, or reject, the true key for unfolding the 
nature and great delign of the preſent movements and 
revolutions in Europe; which is, the ſcriptural account of 
the public continued conteſt between Chriſt and anti- 
chriſtian powers, which ſhall terminate only in the deci- 
ſive overthro of the latter, and the total deſtruction of 
antichriſtianiſm. This is indeed the main thing preſent- 
ed to Chriſtian minds worthy of their attention, in refer- 
ence to theſe ten kings or kingdoms, which ſprang out 


of the broken remains of the Roman empire in the welt. 


It is principally to be eyed by them, from firſt to laſt, in 
the hiſtory of their rite, growth, combinations, wars, 


changes, or demolition. Attention to this affords a ray 


of light and conſolation to the minds of the faithful, 
{uſicient to. illuminate not only 2 few years, but many 


long ages of dreary darkneſs, and ſcenes of horrid cruel- 


ties. Doubtleſs there are a great number both of the 
Lord's ſervants, and private Chriſtians, who, amidſt the 
confuſions of theſe times, are led, in that cleareſt light 


_ afforded by the divine ſpirit, to fee light clearly: Who 


behold new wonders both in the word of God, and in 
the method and operations of his providence, oanticular- 
ly in the ſtriking relation they bear to one another. In 
this view of what hath been exhibiting on the public 


| ſtage, for ſome years paſt, they can ſay, (as the writer 


thinks he can ſay for his own part) that their minds have 
not only been ſtruck with admiration, but their faith 


ſtrengthened, their hopes, their prayers, and their praiſes, 


animated: as when of old, the right hand of the Lord 
broke the head of the Leviathan in the waters, and gave him. 
ro be meat to. the people dwelling in the wilderneſs. 

While ſome affect to think, that religion is no way con. 


_ cerned in the preſent difoures, there are others who ſadly 


proſtitute, while they loudly vociferate its name; not ſcrup- 
ling, in attempt ing to juſtiſy hoſtilities, to repreſent the 


: object of the preſent war, as nothing leſs than the cauſe 


of our holy religion, which muſt fall before infidelity, as 


weil as all order and government give place to univerſal 
: W if the war is not enn Both are egregiouſly 
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ed under the auſpices of the Imperial, Spani 


a3. 
giiftaken, This laſt pretence, for want of better a argu· 


ments, has long reſounded in certain aſſemblies, and is 
at laſt become faſhionable, it would appear, in pulpits, 


whereby the ignorant may be duped, and the unwary im- 


poſed on. It may perhaps excite, in ſome otherwiſe luke- 


warm breaſts, a zeal of God, but not according to know- 


jedge: a zeal like that Which our Lord ſo ſeverely re- 
proved, when he declared that he came not to deffroy mens 


lives, but to ſave them; or like that which the preaching 


of Peter the Hermit, of St. Dominic, or of the petit Feu- 
illant, were calculated to raiſe, when ſuch pious defigns 
were to be promoted as the expulſion of Saracen infidels 
from holy ground in the caſt, for the extermination of 


Albigenſian heretics, or reformin Huguenots, from the 
Papal dominions in the weſt. This hath been ſtill the 
watch- word in all the wars and maſſacres of that ſcarlet- 


coloured miſtreſs, that hath ſo long ſat on the ſeven hills; 
which in days of ſuperſtition operated as a magic ſpell, 


as often as à cruſading army was to be collected under 


Rome's bleſſed banners, for the defence of eccleſiaſtic 


thrones, croſiers, ſacred treaſures, and all her conſecrated 
ms, 574 Even at the preſent time, the pious pretence 


may be allowed to have both meaning and propriety in 
the mouth of Reman Catholics, who profeſs themſelves 
heirs to the fams religious principles, and defenders of 
the old pious cauſe: accordingly it hath never been for- 
ot in the manifeſtoes, writings, and harang > Up publiſh- 


an courts, whom we now hail as our godly allies ; nor 
has it ceaſed in the mouths of popiſh emigrants, ſince the 
day they began to fill every, nation of Europe with. their 
croakings, from whom' Britiſh Proteſtants, if Proteſtants 
they may yet be called, have learned to repeat it. If any 
ſuch are in earneſt when they urge this topic, their blind- 
neſs and fanaticiſm are truly pitiable; if they are not ſeri- 
ous, but employ it merely as an expletive, or a pious fraud, 


their hypocritical villany is truly execrable. That the 


war may be termed a war of religion, in the ſenſe here- 


after explained, may indeed be admitted : but if that ſenſe. 
he Juſt, the conlideration ſhould for ever ſhut the mouths 


and Itali- 
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of Proteſtants on this head, and may fill them both with : 


thame and dread, for the active part they have taken in 
the quarrel; it ought to induce them to adopt quite oppo- 
ſite meaſures, and ſpeedily to extricate themſelves from 
ſuch a ſinful and hazardous enterprize. It will not be 
eaſy to perſuade any, who attend to the meaning, as well 
as the ſound of words, who underſtand what our holy 
religion is, that it hath been ſo very grievouſly injured, or 
that it is in danger of being extirpated by the new con- 
ſtitution of government in France, one declared and 
eſſential article of which hath always been, the protecti- 
on of liberty of conſcience, and univerſal toleration. That 
the true church of Chriſt, or Chriſtianity, ſhould have 
been deſtroyed or aboliſhed i in France by the late revolu - 
tion was even impoſſible, for this good reaſon, that, pre- 
vious to it, theſe had no legal protection or exiſtence 
there: and ſurely that cannot be deſtroyed which did 
not exiſt. Our holy religion indeed, by which, I preſume, 
we mean, that which is contained in the Bible, and the 
Proteſtant ſyſtem, was once extirpated in France, as far 
as human laws could do it, and in a manner as perfidious 
and iniquitous as perfidy ever planned, or deſpotiſm exe- 
cuted : yet all Chriſtian nations looked on, and no league 
was formed on the occaſion. Ever ſince the repeal of the 


_ edict of Nantes, in 1685, when the reading and preaching- 


of God's word were interdicted, every miniſter of Chriſt's 
goſpel baniſhed, and every temple raifed to his honour 
in that land, demolithed, never to be reſtored, but under 
the higheſt pains, true Chriſtianity may be faid to have 
been politically dead, and legally aboliſhed, till theſe im- 
pious edicts fell, among the other ruins of the old govern. 
ment ; the fall of which, with all its precious prerogatives, 


fo many even under a Proteſtant man NAW n 


ouſly and ſcandalouſly lament. 5 
If the ſupremacy and prerogatives of the Romiſh ſee⸗ 


have ſuffered in this change; if monaſtic. orders have 


been aboliſhed; if the pride and power of prelacy have 
been remarkably lowered, —and the oppreſſive courts be- 
longing to it, with mixed and coercive juriſdiction, re- 
ſtrained; if the — of * canon laws has been 
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faperſeded ;.,if the human oblipation to keep the endleſs 
circle of church-fzſ{tivals hath been diſannulled ; if the 
exceſlive wealth formerly caſt into the dead fund of the 


- church, or laviſhed on idle and ſupernumerary eccleſiaſ- 


tics,. or the ſuperfluous riches and ſuperſtitious furniture 
of ſome churches, have been applied to other public uſes, 
were not the very {ame things done formerly in every 
nation at preſent numbered among the Reformed? and 
were not the actors in. theſe happy changes painted, in 
thoſe days, in the ſame black and frightful colours, and 
outcries raiſed againſt their proceedings, by the zealous 
partizans of Rome, ſimilar in every particular to thoſe 
with which we are now dunned, —though treated with 
the diſregard they deſerved, by all who were enlightened 
either in the principles of true religion, or good policy? 
It may be that chaplets are not now fo devoutly told, that 
fewer offerings are now preſented to our lady, that ſaint- 


ly ſhrines are now approached and handled with leſs cere- 


mony, that the virtue of mouldering bones and ruſty re- 
lics may be leſs truſted, that the prieſts may have it leſs 
in their power to faſcinate or domineer over the credulous 
multitude, that the maſs may have loſt ſomething of its 
eclat, and the hoſt receive fewer genuflexions, than were 
ſometime ago cuſtomary among our neighbours. But is 
it for ſuch cauſes as theſe that we are called to mourn in 
ſackcloth and aſhes?—that Chriſtian zeal muſt be rouzed, 

and the cry ſet up, that our religion is reduced to ex- 
treme peril, and the altars of God are overthrown ? The 
abſurdity and impudence of this can ſcarcely be parallel- 
ed, unleſs by the vehement and laboured harangue of 


Rabſhakeh, the railing emiſſary of the Aſſyrian king, 


when he attempted to vindicate the warlike and perfidi- 
ous expedition of his maſter againſt Jeruſalem, when in 
ſuch inſolent tones he accuſed Hezekiah of impiety and 
ſacrilege, merely becauſe he had deſtroyed the high places, 
and the altars of Baal, and had not fcrupled to break in 
Pieces even the brazen ferpent which Moſes had made, 
when the people had become ſo ſottiſh as to burn incenſe 
before it. Believe this fiery orator, and the invaſion is 
nothing elſe than a gou'y ee and his maſter had 
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received a divine commiſſion to fall on and deſtroy: I you | 


ſay to me, ꝛbe truft in the Lord our God: 1s it not he whoſe 
high places, and wheſe altars Hexebiab had taken away 2 — 
And am I now come up without the Lord againſt this land ts 


deftroy it? The Lord ſaid to me, go up againſt this land and 


deftroy it. But ſuch ſophiſtry cannot impoſe on the under- 
ſtandings, or captivate the affections, of any but ſuch as 
know no eſſential difference between God and Baal; but 
confound Chriſt andAntichriſt together; with whom true 


religion and idolatry,—the temple of God, and the tem- 


ple of demons, are ſynonymous terms. 

It may be ſaid, that the changes referred to, have been 
made, by thoſe who projected and effected them, not on 
Chriſtian 1deas, but rather from principles of infidelity 
or atheiſtical philoſophy ?—Be it ſo: it is ſufficient for us, 
as to any intereſt we have in them, that- they are both 
agrecable to the ſpirit, and conducive to the progreſs of 


our holy religion, and that the changes themſelves can 
be vindicated on the principles of true philoſophy, ſound 


policy, and the Proteſtant reformation ; and in fo far, 
they can be no certain proof either of atheiſm or infide- 
lity. No perſon of common ſenſe ever yet pretended, 
that the late revolution is, in itſelf conſidered, 
or in regard of the intention of the greater part of the 
actors in it, properly ſpeaking, a religious retormation : 
yet this doth not hinder but that it may be conducive 
to ſuch a reformation, by removing both political and 


eccleſiaſtic abuſes which formerly precluded it: a door, 


a wide door, is hereby opened in providence, for ſuch as 
may be diſpoſed to make that uſe of it, for preaching 
the goſpel of Chriſt, and promoting the religious reforma- 
tion which may yet be wanting, while no man will forbid 
them : which, in ſuch a nation as France, is undoubted- 
ly a great point gained in behalf of truth, for which the 
confeſſors of former days in that land, would willingly 
have given more than half their goods. It is neither the 
private character nor intention of the actors in this great 
buſineſs, that the Chriltian world at large have to regard; 
but the nature: and intention of the work. All ſurely 
may know that acts may be politically, or materially right, 


that in reſpect of the agents or in the manner of per- 
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en, ot, other, nations, 
e a d upgn, oi itn has long yaluedalelt, 


22 — x nee ßen and odious, and mut be con: 


ed. AZ ſpoil and fers ee bus niz ot ms zan 
15 bat infidelity, together wich gli manner, of, ige, havs 
long beenpreyalent, and of late more apparent in France, 
is no Jef true than lamentable; , thong h ite is a, fact tog 


which jt is not very difficylt 40 caunt, Bug till neigh+ 


bouring nations can purge themſelves; of the fame guilty 

they can with Af Sec erde und did Shem. much leſs 

PF F AF, 02 them, on this account. It is; doubtful, 
ter 


all, w hether there be at this time more real atheilm 


or inn naehe) among the rulers in that land, than, has been 
often, predominant in the popifh and even, ſome Proteſe- 


min 
tant courts, of eg 705 whether the great difference 
be not, that vo 18 he former, the evils haye, yengured 
IP 


to throw off dil 21 e in the latter, they have more 
artfully conceale them ſelves, under the formal, veil of 
ſuperſtition, or political Auen or have ſtalked about 


with their features muffled up in an iron maſk, like the 


ſtrange figure that ſo long haunted the Baſtile. ut grant 
the French people ſhould. be, finners. above all men that 
dwell, or eyer dwelt, upon the face of the earth, in this re: 
ſpect, will it follow, that armies; and, hutcheries are ei- 
ther, awful ful or ſuitable means for curing.a nation of ſuch 
2 plague ? Or are we in our, turn to reduce t practice the 
moſt infamous maxim of propagating our, religion by fire 
and ſword, which would bring upon it the deepeſt ſtain 
of Mahometan e Rre, and of that ſpurious Chriſtianity 
That hath, imitated, AE ven, exceeded. it, in barbarous 
ravages? What is this but to revive the old ſpirit and 
principles. F. the mad cruſades, which ſo often drained 
Europe, an conſigned, immaturely to the grave ſof ang 
princes, with theix.« deluded and devoted. armies? Acting 
upon ſuch antichri ian princip les, our pious warriors will 
never find their work ended: we mut wage, an eler nal 
7 indeed, not againſt the, F rench, Convention; only, 

ut the greater, part of the inhabitants of the world, among 


| THO we muſt, Don 9 run up and down, diſ- 
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playing the banner of Chriſtianity, only to render it the 
object of the laughter, or the hatred of the nations. After 
we have gained our object in France, and reſtored 
our holy religion there to its due honour and power, we 
mult cruſade it next to Conſtantinople, to Morocco, to 


Bantam, to Pekin, and every infidel quarter of the globe, 


till we have made all the world as good Chriſtians as 
ourſelves, or till we have planted the banners of the croſs, 
as our good allies the Spaniards have done before us, in 
in the midſt of deſolated provinces, on the ruins al LINES, 
or on the mountains of the flain. 

It is ſtrange, that thoſe who will hardly Allow it to 
be iawful for Chriſtians to defend their religion. by arms 
againſt the moſt tyrannical invaſion, and violent perſecu- 
tion, ſhould all of a ſudden ſhift their ground, and reck- 
on it ſo very meritorious in them to proſecute an unrelent- 
ing and offenſive war on that account, where no ſuch ne- 
ceſſity could be pied; as ſome of the advocates in this 
cauſe have done. From the manner in which they are 
wont to declaim, (for they are ſeldom calm enough to 
reaſon.) one would be ready to ſuppoſe, | that no veſtige of 


*Chriſtianity was ſuffered to remain within the limits of 


the French republic; or at leaſt that it had been made 
capital for any Proteſtant to be found there, calling on the - 
name of the Lord Feſus that they had actually maftacred 
every man, or had paſſed a decree to do it, who would 
not renounce the Bible, and his baptiſm? Much of what 
is here ſuppoſed was diſmally found true under the for- 
mer -accurled tyranny, while yet Britith ſtateſmen could 
ſpeak more temperate language, and Englith biſhops and 
Proteſtant clergymen retain more pacific ſentiments. But 


every one who chuſes not to be ignorant, may know, that 


the ſituation of matters there, in regard to religion, has 
of late been very different. The revolution left ſtill, not 
merely a permiſſion, but a ſettled proviſion in every pa- 
rith for an ecclefiaſtical miniſtry, ſuch as was reckoned 


agreeable to the greater part of the people. Theſe de- 


predators, as they are called, have done more for a legal 
proviſion for every officiating N miniſter, than 


even our Scottiſh government and political reformera 
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were diſpoſed to do, at the beginning of our reformation; 


by allotting a competent ſalary to them: nor have they 
encumbered this with the grie vous yoke of patronage ; 
but have reſtored to the people the truly Chriſtian and 
invaluable privilege of chuſing their own paſtors. If any 


ſcruple communion with the public worlhip, they are at. 


liberty to decline it, and may enter into voluntary aſſocia- 


tions for maintaining public teachers of their own, and 


worſhip in which they may cordially join“. Though the 
repreſentatives of the people were themſelves ſincere be- 
lie vers and zealous Proteſtants, yet it is not eaſy to ſee 
what other part they could well have acted, in a politi- 
cal capacity, in thespreſent circumſtances, of the. nation, 


unleſs they had run into the old error of converting re- 


ligion into an engine of ſtate, or the tool of a party, and 


tried over again the dangerous arts of forcible impoſition. 


Let the friends of Chriſtianity reflect, and ſay, what, in 


ſuch circumſtances, while the people remain uninformed, 


and under their prejudices, men engaged in political re- 
form, ought to have done? if they do not mean that 
they thould have preſerved inviolate the old antichriftian 
fabric, and that this ſhould again be reſtored, do they 


think that by new compulſory laws they ſhould not drive 


all into a new faith, or into their own infidelity: are 
they angry with them that they have not obliged all to 
renounce. popery, and adopt our proteſtant ſyſtem, ac- 
cording to the Lutheran or Genevan model, or that 
which has been ſuppoſed more. congenial. to monarchy, 
the ſtately ritual of Canterbury. But why impute to them 


ſuch a thought, when it is evident, that the chief cauſe 


of offence is, not that they have not done more, but that 
_ avs already reformed. too much? The matter of 


$i Since 8 che above, accounts bent been received, of the to- 
md abolition,;of the. eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment of France: ſo that no 


particular form of religion now enjoys by law more than a general 
allowance and protection. All the public ceremonies and diſtinguiſhing 


badges of the Popiſh worſhip are prohibited; ; and a Protaſtant mini- 
er of any denomination, is now put on a level there with the bighelt 


<igoitary 4 ol Ke church of Rome! 15 
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| regret” is, khat they have diſcarded the religion that fog 


merly ſubſiſted, not that they remain ignorant and deſti- 


tute of a better. For what other religion then are Pro- 
teſtants obliged to laviſh all their blood and treaſures but 


that which the queen- mother and the houſe of Lorrain 
ſo zealoufly maintained; which Lewis XIV. gloried fo 
much in vindicating ? the fame which the two Maries at 
home held faſt to the death; and Lewis XVI. confeſſed 


at the block ? Is it not the ſame religion too, which hath 
beer ſo-foleninly declared inconſiſtent with the funda- 


mental policy of Great - Britain; for the excluſion and 


weakening the 'inflitence of which, ſo many forfeitures, 


diſqualifying acts, and penal ſtatutes have been enacted, 
and fo many prohibitions and reſtrictions as to foreign 


correſpondence and certain alliances, expreſly ſettled, 
which yet remain in foree: à conſideration that deſerves 


more attention than has been beſtowed upon it of late, 
by either of our political parties, eſpecially from thoſe, 


who, to ſerve a purpoſe, have had our glorious conflitution.. 


perpetually in their mouths. If ever any thing has been 
found mvariably hoſtile: to the Britiſh conſtitution as re- 


formed, or if any thing at preſent threatens its certain 


and ſpeedy ſubverfion; it is a popiſh ſpirit, counſels, and 
intereſts. The danger fo long and ſo juſtiy dreaded at 
a diſtance, ſeems now to be actually come upon us, yet 
we know it not: the fire is burning us on every ſide, yet 


no man layeth it to heart. | | 


„ Popery and ſlavery,” ſaid one, & are like ſin and 
death, direct conſequences of one another; and when- 
ever we think proper to admit the firſt, any body may 
promiſe us the laſt.” The neceſſary connexion be- 
twixt theſe two, and conſequently the pernicious influ- 
ence of the ſormer upon the intereſts of all governments 


and nations, hath been often largely demonſtrated. That 


popery alfo in certain circumſtances, tends natively to 


produce infidelity and atheiſm, admits alſo of the cleareſt 


proof, did it conſiſt with our preſent deſign to ſtate it. 
It is no leſs undeniable that à ſpirit and love of liberty, 
which ariſe from principles common to men, have often 
been ſound with thoſe deſtitute of juſt notions of religion, 
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„or apparently deſtitüte of religious principle: and in ſo 
far infidels, or men of lax and ſceptical principles may 
Have, and often have had ane common object, and that 

molt laudable and important object, witty reformers of 
A religious ſpitit. Such an accidental coincidence and 
cbloperation, however: döth not neceſſarily level the par- 
titiohs between religion and irreligion, nor male the 
friends of Chriſtian afid civil Uberty, ſointimately con- 
nected together, to fhake hands with inffdelity, Tr is 


"weak and puerile in the extreme, though it-is Wh we 


are Hearing almoſt every day, to draw fuch an inference, 
and to confbund things ſo very diſtinct. As itois the 
faſhionable language of the day, to reprobate every pro- 
E to check or rectify abuſes in the nſtateg as che 
lame ching with feeking to ſubvert it, and to ſpenk of 
*'Feforming jhiriſteria} corruptions, or providing farther 
fecurity for the liberties of the people, amounts in the 
oßpimon 6f many to'plotting agaipſt kingly government, 
and a plea for inſurrection or maſſacre ; ſo by the ſame 
Accurate logic, all who expreſs ſatisfaction at the over- 
"throw Gf eccleſiaſticaſ deſpotiſm abroad; by whom ſoever 


effected; or Who, according to their former prinoiples, 


- maintain,” that ſome farther degree of reform in this re- 
" fpett' is yet needful in the Proteſtant nations, and that 
they might do well to impreve What has been done by 
their neighbours as a motive to attempt it, and even in 


orie inſtances borrow hints and regulations from them, 


It are in danger of being loaded with all the odium of 
=] Freneh' atheiſm and licentiouſneſs, and brapded as peo- 
ple wie mean nothing elfe than the total ſubverſion of 
aAlreligion, as well as government fat home! Anſtriking 
exidence that heaven im anger hat hi hereaved men of their 
judgment; otbherwiſe they! could not- fail to knows that 
* thoſe WO have fought any needful reform, by dutiſul 
unk regular means, have herein ever approved themſelves 
the beſt and firmeſt friendssaf both: nor would they 
ſtcruple to acknowledge, that falutaryinſtruction ay be 


derſeed From any quarter, even from our greateſt enc- 
mſes, or the devil himſelf Fur gſt et al heſte dorori; Nor 


Coulll they imagine; tat u ſeleclien of what-is' good muſt 


Kos) 


be inconſiſtent with the reprobation. of. what is evil. 
Even the holieſt faint or angel may acknowledge 963 — 
thing in common with the worſt and mph infamous 


being that exiſts. 13900 ine 1H0qrns BHR gfe 


. 
1 


Phat philoſophy ſhould have. contributed” ſo 3 | 


ably to diffuſs-a'ſpirit of energy, and lent ſuch an active 
hand) for pulling; down; the Babel-towers of antichriſtian 
<eſpotitm;; and that infidelity in the preſent time ſhould 
by accident be combined with the, ſpirit; of liberty and 


reform, is an inſtance, of. the wiſdom, and part, of the ad- 
mirable plan of Him who is ſo wonderful in counſel and 


excellent i in working. So. the ſkill of the artificers of 
'Hyre-was, of old employed, in faſhioning wood and ſtane 
- ch building his temple: and he called either a, rig htegus 
enun, ora ravencus bird out of the eaft,,as ſuited beſt his pur- 
— He poliſhes a ſhaft for his quiver, and creates the 
vwaſter to deſtrey, And: may we not ſuppoſe that it is in 
Kkindneſs and. pity to thoſe who; fear him, that he, hath 
„ arerhitted; this arduous and dangerous ſervice into the 
Bands of others, that they may be removed, at this time, 
from the ſhocking carnage to which both parties, imme- 
diately engaged in- the conteſt, are mutually, expoſed, 
and te which they have formerly been too, often. ſubjec- 


ted, and alſo to ſave religion, and its faithful proteflars, 
from the common but unjuſt reproach, that they have 
been the chief cauſe of public broils and cruel wars, and 
the nurſery of fanaticiſm and rebellion... Scarce any. but 


know, that the moſt godly, men that, ever adorned the 


church have in former times been thus ipjuriouſly, miſ- 
-, repreſented by their irreligious perſecutors; and the; ma- 


lignant calumny hath been tranſmitted from, agę to age, 


by all the hiſtorians and writers in defence of arbitrary 
government, and in the injuſtice of circulating and xing 


the opprobrium upon religious, reformers, modern ꝓhilo- 


Iophers and infidels, have had their large thare ; and now 


the ſame bitter cup is paſling over unto them; 14,71 
Much no doubt remains to be done before true Chril- 


tianity can be ſup̃poſed to produce any cxtenſive and per- 
- -manent effects, or appear in a flouriſhing condition, in 


an of: theſe Catholic countries lately affected by, that 
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great Revolution. This is a change which the zeal and 
pirit of the Lord alone can accompliſh, and it may ap- 
ear in his own time. When this deſirable event ſhall 
be effected, very different means muſt be employed, by 


thoſe who would co-operate in it, from thoſe at preſent 
ſo earneſtly recommended. In ſuch a charitable deſign, 


Chriſtian nations around might, with the greateſt pro- 
priety, interfere; and ſuch as are poſſeſſed of the advan- 

tages of a ſettled reformation, might be greatly aſſiſtant 

in it. Were we in Britain in reality as much alarmed 
at the ravages of infidelity as we pretend to be, or as 
grieved as we ought to be at the remaining influence of a 
religion, in ſome reſpects worſe than infidelity,' (being 


calculated only for entailing chains and calamities on 


men in this world, and damnation in the next ;) were we 
ſhedding any other than crocodile's tears over the bleeding 
wounds of religion, would we not inſtantly change the 
preſent irrational and ſhocking mode of operation, and 
have recourſe, along with fervent prayers, to the means 
more Chriſtian and better adapted to the deſign. R 


* 


100,000 Bibles, accompanied with 10,000 plain, zealous 


preachers of the goſpel, would be a more hopeful way of 
combating infidelity and putting ignorance and error to- 


flight, than all the proviſion of pikes and muſkets, and 
an army of 200,000 raſcally ſoldiers. If our miniſtry, 


inſtead of laviſhing million upon million in ſubſidies to 
foreign princes, had allotted but a tenth part of the an- 
nual ſupplies for one year of this inhuman war, for pro- 


curing theſe, the bleſſing of thouſands or millions, ready 


to periſh, might have come upon them, inſtead of their 


names being loaded with curſes. Or if, inſtead of taxing 


10 heavily the Britiſh preſs, and warring againſt its free- 
dom, to the great diſcouragement of literature, and ob- 
ſtruction of uſeſul knowledge among the lower claſs of 
people, in the true ſpirit of that church whoſe maxim, 


that „ Ignorance is the mother of devotion,” they ſeem 


to have adopted, and whoſe intereſts they fo zealouſly 

ſerve, —it inſtead of this, they had appointed liberal pen- 
ſions, or prizes to all the literati of Europe, who thould 
exert themſelves in refuting the pernicious ſyſtem againſt 
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which they ſo much declaim, ſome beneficial end might 
perhaps have been gained, while the nation would have 
ſaved immenſe treaſures: or if the experiment had failed 
of ſuccels, it would at leaſt bave done them, or the people 
for whom they act, no diſhonour, nor could it have been 
followed by ſuch bitter reflections as ſehemes of unjuſt 
policy, violence, and deſperate folly muſt ever produce. 4 
General faſts, ſuch as have been uſually proclaimed in 
time ot political danger, have of late been annually re- 
curring, and have been obſerved; in the uſual manner, 
by the greater part of the nation. And this ſome extol, 
not only as an undoubted proof of the piety of thoſe Wh 
appoint them, but as an encouraging ſymptom that na- 
tional depravity is not yet extreme, but that public ruin 
may yet be averted. But were all things duly weighed, 
we might eaſily perceive how vain the boaſt; and how 
fallacious the hope derived from this quarter. That ſuch 
exerciſes, abſtractly conſidered, are laudable and pious, 
and, when ſeriouſty and properly obſerved, are a favour- 
able ſign and prognoſtic in the ſtate of a people, none 
but thoſe who! are truly intoxicated with the fumes of 
irreligion can ever doubt. Nor will it admit of a doubt, 
whether, in ſuch a ſeaſon as this, the Lord be not ad- 
dreſfing himſelf to us in this language, "Blow the trumpet 
in Zion, ſunctiſy a faſt, call a ſolemn aſſembly. Gather the 
people: ſanctiſy the congregation: aſſemble the elders : gather 
the children, and thoſe that ſuck the breaſts; let the bridegroom 
£9, forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her cloſet.” But 
when all things are taken into account, and when the 
ſpecial deſign, reaſons, and manner of celebrating theſe 
faſts are conſidered, we may lee cauſe to alter bur 
thoughts and Janguoge about them, For never are a 
people in a worſe and more dangerous ſtate, than When 
they learn to mix profanity and prayer together, and to 
join all manner of iniquity with the oſtentatſous forms 
and mock, covering of devotion: when they go on im- 
pudently commiting all their cuſtomary wickedneſs, and 
even, in the time of their affliction, and on their days s 
faſting, do yet more wickedly, and yet venture to ſay, I 
not the Lord e fe None were farther removed trom 
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Me: ſenſe and practice of true religion, than the people 
Who cried out, The temple of the. Lora, the temple of the 
Lord? Vill you ſteal, murder, and commit adulter gd 
Fevear falſly, and burn incenſe unte Baal, and came and Bol 

before me in this houſe," which is called by my name. —b this 
houſe become a den of. robbers in Jour, eyes, Jer. vii. 9 9% &c. 
'Hypocritical -piety is double iniquity; and no ſpecies, of 
lying and railing, of oppreſſion and murder, is fo atrociqus 
or heaven daring, as that which men attempt. to ſanction 
with the pretext of religious falting. or of legal juſtice, as 
in the noted inftance of the feſtival enjoined by Ahab and 


Jezebel, and too punctually obſerved, for the purpoſe of 


accuſing and killing NWoth, and leizing upon his vine- 
yard. Open infidels may be guilty of equal injuſtice but 
never of ſuch impiety. In vain do any boaſt of ſanctify- 
ing faſts, while neither the, divine authority is regarded, 

nor the rules of the dis ine word oblerved, nor the chief 
and preſent inſtances of guilt acknowled ged! in them, and 


while the congregation, or the nation keeping them, are 


not ſanctifyed. When aſſemblies convene for ſuch ex- 
erciſes, merely from political influence or force, or to 
ſer ve political purpoſes, can they be ſaid, without a groſs 
abuſe, to faſt unto the Lord? When a convention of 
carnal, ſenſual, giddy, proud or ambitious men, are thus 
(brought together, what can, they do but augment the 
- fierce anger of the Lord? When thoſe who perhaps ha- 
- bitually{ hold the faith, the worſhip, and the morals of 


the goſpel in abſolute. contempt, at theſe times obey the 


ſummons of authority, and affect to: put on the counte- 
nance of the Phariſee for a part of a day, while rancour, 
and malice, uncharitableneſs, injuſtice, and inhumanity 
rankle in the heart, and who are ſo very far from enter- 
taining a deep ſenſe of the need either of perſonal or pu- 
- blic reformation, or any ſerious purpoſe to ſet about it, 
that they are ready to curſe the very name: can any have 
the impudence to call this a faſt, and an acceptable day 
to the Lord. In what light all ſuch men, and their ſpu- 
rious ſervices, appear to the Searcher, of all deni we 
learn from his own mouth; To. auhat purpoſe; is the multi 
Fude of your ny ces unto (oe, faith 2 Lord. — The new 


K 


| mont aud ſabbathit, the” calling f aſſemblies I cannot away. 
"aoith 7" I iniguity even the | falemn meeting. Ihen ye 
Ppread forth your hand F will hide mine eyes from you: yen, 
abben ye make mumy priiyers I will not hear \your bande are 
full of blood. (Behold ye faſt for firiſs and debate, and io 
ſmite ⁊uiiß the ft of withedneſs'; he ſhall not faſt as qe do this 
day, to ' make your voice to be heard on high. — Is not this the 
fat that T have choſen to locſe the bunds of wickedneſs, to un- 
de the heavy burdens, and to let the oppreſſed go free, and that 
: ye Breu b yoke," c. Ta. i. 11, 13, 15. and chap. viii. 
4, 6, J fe Salto Jer. viii: 5, 6. The peaceful king of Iſrael, 
*wh 'Yelicating the temple he had built to the divine 
Maſeſty, teaches how true worthippers in every ſucceed- 


| In ag ſhould preſent their addreſſes before Him in their 


public exigencies and danger, and in what way they were 
to expect the ſuccefs they might ſupplicate in their en- 
terprizes; If thy people go out to war againſt their enemies, 
' by th avay that thou”ſhalt ſen them, and they pray unto thee 
"thaoard' thit' tity whith thou” hift choſen, and houſe aubich I 
Hude built for thy name : then hear theu from the heavens 
'thtir prayer, and their fupplication, and maintain their cauſe, 
2 Chron. vi. 34, 35: and'284-31. When they were in 
the way to which God called them, and engaged in the 
fervice which he could approve, then they might confi- 
dently lock up to nim to maintain their cauſe: in any 
other caſe to do ſo would be the higheſt inſuk. It is no- 
thing leſs than blaſphemy to invoke the Holy One te be- 
friend the cauſe his ſoul abhors; or to think, that he may 
be bribed by men's prayers to take part with their angry 


and ſinful paſſions, or to eſpouſe their partial and unjuſt 
quarrels. There is nothing in which men have greater 
need to be fcrupulouſly exact in ſatisfying their conſci- 


ences as to the lawful grounds on which they proceed, 


than when they ſpeak or pray, or become any way aktive 


on the ſide of war. On the common principles of moral 


juſtice, as well as thoſe of religion, every war muſt be 


pronounced unjuſt which is not neeeffary : and that ne- 
ceſſity can never be pled, where all Que peaceable means 


for evitin 9 it, have not been previoufly tried, and have | 
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failed. The rule i is obligatory upon every man and every 
nation, ſo ar as in you lies, live peaccably ꝛvith all men : 
not merely with men whoſe principles political, moral, 
or religious, we may approve, but all men without Ps 
tion. 

However loud or welfvimted the cry be that is pre- 
ſently heard among one claſs of ſubjects, as to the ex- 
tent of prerogative, and the invaſion of rights, yet there 
are ſome of great importance, eſpecially of a religious na- 

ture, under the loſs of which they, in common with 
others, can fit very eaſy : which may be one reaſon why 
rovidence has not hitherto accompanied their endeavours 
Poe a public reform with deſired effect. One ſtriking in- 
ſtance of this we have in the matter now under conſide- 
rat on. The ęreater part of Preſbyterians in Scotland 
ſeem no longer ſenfible of the importance of maintaining 
the intrinſic power of the church to appoint her public 
faſts and thankſgivings, and the freedom of her courts 
and miniſters to judge and determine in all relating to 
religion. Nor are they aware of the danger of practically 
allowing, and introducing by ufage, what has not been 
ſettled by law, the exerciſe of royal prerogative preſcrib- 
ing the cauſes as well as the times, and dictating the doc- 
trine, as well as the tenor of prayers, to be uſed in the 
houſe of God, on ſuch occafions. What is this but to 
rant, that a privy council, at diſcretion, may intermeddle 
in the ſubſtance and pectitiar acts of religious worſhip, as 
well as in matters of external order: and that the crown 
has an inherent right, without the warrant of law, or 
"conſent of a nation, to impoſe a ſhort ſervice book on 
miniſters and all worſhippers, at leaſt for one day every 
year; 3 and if ſo, what ſhould reſtrain it from impoſing in 
like manner a book of canons, or a. liturgy for every fab- 
bath, or every day of the year. How contrary this is to 
the genuine principles of the reformed church of Scot- 
land, and to the liberty for which ſhe long and nobly 
contended, none but thoſe who are totally ignorant of 
[theſe matters need to be told. With a great ſum of ſut- 
ferings, and with great wreſtlings, obtained ſhe this free- 
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dom, Which her unworthy ſons are now diſpoſed to 20 
away for nought. And even ſome hot and ſenſeleſs par- 
tizans, in the unmeaning or miſchievous cant of the pre- 
ſent time, are forward to charge all fuch as cannot in 
conſcience give obedience to ſuch appointments, with diſ- 
loyalty and . diſreſpect to majeſty, as they uſually do all 
who, in any inſtance, diſapprove of the arbitrary mandates | 
or pernicious meaſures. of ſtate miniſters : as if the go- 
vernment of Turkey or old France, was all at once become 
the government of Britain; or as if every act of the legal 
executive power were the proper teſt or ſtandard of loy- 
alty: whereas they ought to know, that to be ruled by 
known, juſt, and approven laws, and not by the arbitrary 
will of any man, is the only government known, or that 
deſerves to be acknowledged by free Britons. 

In the preſent caſe, as often as ſuch edicts are tamely 
complied. with, the privilege is equally relinquiſhed, 
whether the cauſe. about which they are emitted be po- 
pular or odious; whether the tenor and contents of them 
agree or diſagree with the private ſentiments of the mi- 
niſters of the goſpel and of the people who aſſemble : but 
when the latter at any time is the cale, as we may ſuppoſe 
it not unfrequently happens in the preſent divided ſtate 
of men's minds, the burden is more ſenſibly felt and 
proves more galling. To what a dilemma then are mi- 
niſters ſometimes reduced? To what inconſiſtencies, to 
what baſe ſhifts, and evaſive principles, mult they and 
their people have recourſe, while they attempt to pre- 
ſerve the appearance of reverence for the mandate which 
is read, while in their hearts they may condemn both the 
letter and ſpirit of it; they are under a neceſſity of keep- 
ing ſilence as to the peculiar object of the faſt, the proper 
bulineſs of the day, or to do violence to their own minds 
and injury to truth, if they fulfill the requiſition made up- 
on them; or elſe to fly in the face of that authority which 
they profeſs to honour. Is it not a juggling with God and 
men to come together, and call others to convene to obſerve 


a day for one purpoſe, ſpecially marked out in the langurge 


of the enstien, and actually to employ it for another 
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very oppoſite? We are afraid that ſome may be found 
acting a part not very unlike the conduct of certain clergy- 


men in the ſlaviſh days of James I. and Charles his ſon, 


when they were obliged under all pains to publiſh man- 
dates from the pulpit to profane the ſabbath by public 
ſports, for to ſuch a pitch has the piety and prerogative 
royal of ſome Britiſh monarchs carried them, and to ſuch 
ſtrange lengths in obedience have the falle loyalty and 
ſervility of many called the miniſters of religion dragged 
them: we are told that ſome of them, to compromiſe the 
matter between God and the king, after they had read 
the order for the book of ſports, thought it needful alſo 
to read the fourth commandment to the people, telling 
them, that the one was God's command, and the other 
the kings, leaving them to obey which ever of them they 
chuſed. No ſuch abject fear or ſubjection to the will of 
man, in the matters of God, was perceived in the times 
when true religion and loyalty went hand in hand, and 
when the ſpirit of reformation prevailed. Even in the 
end of Queen Anne's reign, the miniſters of the church of 
Scotland, on a ſimilar occaſion, gave evidence that they 
had not altagether renounced the freedom, or diſcarded 
the honeſty, becoming their profeſſion. When the tory 
miniſtry ot that time, had concluded a ſeparate peace with 
France, forſaking their allies on the continent, and ne- 
glecting an opportunity of humbling French ambition and 
deſpotiſm, as the body of Preſbyterian miniſters; in com- 
mon with the better part of the nation, conſidered that 
deed, in their judgment of diſcretion, as diſhonourable, 


and unfriendly to the Proteſtant intereſt and the liberties 


of Europe, ſo when a thankſgiving for the peace was ap- 
pointed, which they thought rather to be matter of mourn- 


ing, it was almoſt univerfal! ly neglected, ſcarce half a ſcore 


in the whole church having obſerved it; although they 
hereby expoſed themſelves to envidious reproaches, and 
ſevere accuſations, from men of high church We 
and all the friends ot pope ry: and deſpotiſiinn. 
Till men attend to the import of their actions ct as. | 
words, and profeſſions, they can never act an honeſtpart, - 


( #9”) 


eicher to God or man. In vain do any profeſs to condemi 
a cauſe, if in deeds they approve and promote it. God, 25 
whom actions are weighed, will aſſuredly judge them ac- 
cording to the tenor of their works, and men, without 
breach of charity, have a right to do ſo too. For any 
to grant a public meafure; fuch as the preſent war, to be 


unjuſt, and yet theſe perſons, whether in publie or private 


ſtations, whether in a civil or religious line, to reckon 


themſelves at liberty to take a ſhare, in concert with , 
others, in the active ſupport of it, is doubtleſs a ſubverſi- 
on of every principle of morality or religion. Whoever 


willingly contributes any activity to promote what is un- 
lawful, or execute wicked counſels, in ſo doing makes his 
opinion, whether reſerved or declared, and even the moſt 
ſolemn proteſtations, powerful reaſonings, or declamations, 
of none effect. Unleſs moral principles, known and con- 
feſſed by men, be conſidered as a ſacred rule of their con- 
duct, they mult be the moſt inconſiſtent, capricious, and 
dangerous animals upon the face of the earth. The ſame 
latitude in accommodating our actions to the authority or 
opinions of, others, cannot be allowable in matters of 
moral right or wrong, as in caſes of mere expediency, 
or as to preferable modes of proſecuting ſome common 
and lawful deſign. In regard to the former, every man 


is conſtituted the immediate Judge of his own actions, 


ſuperior to every power on earth, and in every practical 
caſe, as he ought to be capable of himſelf to judge what is 
right, ſo ought he to poſſeſs ſufficient fortitude to abide by 
that judgment, whatever others do. If the caſes ſhould. 
be alſo of a political nature, the rule of right, and moral 
obligation, is not hereby altered: for theſe muſt be 
accurſed politics that would pretend to cancel the Tues 
of morality or religion. 
Too long however we have heard other maxims avowed, 


and a difierent line of conduct purſued, in political fer. | 


blies and managements, as well as in military operations. 
It has not been rare to hear a national quarrel arraigned 
as unjuſt one day,—and on the next, or perhaps the ſame 
day, 23 will an to, and vigorous meaſures 


& 


1 
actively promoted by the very ſame perſons for proſetut. 
ing it. If the ſame flexibility or want of principle ſhould 


ſeize every claſs of people, and aecompany them even to 


the houfe of God, juſtice, conſcience and rectitude muſt 
be in danger of periſhing among men. It ought to be 


remembered, that the man who prays or preaches, or 
concurs” in Keeping a religious day, for the avowed pur- 


poſe of promoting. or procuring ſucceſs to an unjuſt war, 
whatever be his ſtation or perſonal views, comes in for 


his ſhare of guilt with the cabinet which plans it, the 


general who conducts it, and the hands that SERINE: inflict 
the mortal wounds. 

Under ſuch impreſſions, the general oblermation fans 
late fafts, conſidering the views and utes to which they 
are made ſubſervient, and the complex cauſe with which 
they have ſuch an immediate connection, has ever appear- 
ed to me in a very awful light z—as in reality a great 
acceſſion to the national guilt, and as one of the moſt 
dangerous means of decoying and hardening an unthink- 
ing generation to ruin. The firſt time the uſual ſignal 
was rung to convene the people for ſuch a purpoſe, it 
ſeemed in my ears as the ſound of a Britiſh tocſin excit- 
ing to bloodſhed and extermination ;—as importing no- 
thing leſs than an indirect declaration of war by the mi- 
niſters and people of Scotland, not only againſt the rights 
and hberties of other nations, but againſt the principles, 
privileges, and proceedings of their own; in the matter 
of reformation civil and eccleſiaſtical: and in a word, as 
joining the league with Rome's fierceſt champions . 
zealots, in ſupport of all her wonted deſpotiſm, pride, 


and idolatry, to undermine the foundation and firmeſt 


bulwarks of Proteſtantiſm, and to betray the Preſbyterian 
| Intereſt and that of ail diſſenters at home, together with 
the public peace and ſafety. The language of an ancient 
prophet is too ſadly applicable to the people, in ſuch a 
caſe, Come to Bethel, and tranſgreſs, at Gilgal Oy 
tranſgreſſion ; and bring your ſacrifices every movning, an 

your tithes after three years, Amos iv. 4. But the adherents 
to the * of the Redeemer are addreſſed in a err dif- 


. 


; 
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ferent ent languages For 1 Lerd fpake thus to me avith a : frong 
hand,and inflrufted me, that 1 fhould not ⁊valł in the avay of this 


people, ſaying, ſay ye not, a confederacy, to all them to whom 
this people ſball ſay, a confederacy ; neither fear ye their fear, 


nor be afraid. Sanfify the Lord of hoſts himſelf. and let him 


be your fear, and let him be your dread. And he ſball be for 
a ſandtuarys but for a flone of flumbling,, and for a rock of 
effence, to both the houſes of Hrael, for à gin and a ſnare 20 


the inhabitants of Feruſalem. And many among them ſhall 
fumble and fall, and be broken, and be ſnared, and be taken, 


Iſa. vii. 11.—I5. When the-leaders of the people cauſe 


them to err, they doubtleſs have the greater ſin: but this 


can never excuſe the multitude of their blind obſequious 


followers, who walk willingly after the commandment, or 
example of others. By their own conlent alone can they 


become criminal or be undone. It is aſtoniſhing to ſee 


with what facility they are uſually turned about by the 
variable winds, through the ſleight and cunning craftineſs | 


of men. Nay, it is ſometimes. altogether unneceflary to 
employ feight or craft for ſuch a purpoſe; the angler 
may. 6ften catch the gaping croud without taking the 
trouble to bait the hook. Seldom are they diſpoſed ſeri- 
ouſly to reflect on the import of their actions, or aſt 


whether the way they are Jed conducts them. Their 


only enquiry is non qua eundum fi, ſed qua tur ; not what 
is the proper path, but what is the beaten and eaſy tract. 


Even of religious aſſemblies it may be often ſaid, that the 
moſt part neither know nor conſider for what intent they 


come together; as if they were as deſtitute of the power 


of reflection as the ox void of underſtanding; as if they 
had no bible or divine law given them, by which their 


religious ſervices ſhould be regulated, and their every 
work tried; as if it were a ſmall matter to be judged by 
any other than man's judgment; or as if there was no 
ſentence hereafter to be paſſed upon their actions, together 
with the thoughts and intents of their heart, at that im- 
partial and dread tribunal, before which all n Nan 


| all thei e en ſhall ba od. 
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The writer ſhall only farther add at preſent, that the 


following paper is given in the form in which it was ori- 

Hina compoſed, only a few notes are ſubjoined at the 

r elucidation. If his health and leiſure permit, 

he may perhaps afterwards publiſh more at large Religi- 

ous Reflexions on the late Revolutions, and Memorable 
Events of theſe Times. 
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"OCGASIONED. BY THE LATE PUBLIC COMMO. 


TIONS ABROAD, AND AT HOME. . 


[x conſequence of a recommendation by the Aſ⸗ 


ſociate preſbytery of Edinburgh, for obſerving a 
day of ſolemn humiliation within their bounds, 


with a ſpecial reſpect to the public ſtate of affairs 
at this time, and by agreement of the ſeſſion in 
this place, we are this day convened. Where 


fore, recalling to mind the charge given to Zion's 


watchmen, and the denunciations againſt thoſe who 
are either blind or ſilent, eſpecially in times of pre- 
vailing ſin, and imminent dangers, — deeply im- 


\ | prefſed with the preſent aſpects of divine provi- 


dence, and the very critical ſituation of affairs in 


the nations of Europe, and in our own in particu- 

p lar, we have judged it incumbent on us to invite, 

| and hereby do invite an earneſtly beſeech, all the 
E 
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Forth good Fruit ſhall be hewn doton, and caſt int 
the fire, Matth. iii. Although the people of this 
time are like thoſe in Judea, to whom this premoni- 
tion was addreſſed, being diſpoſed vainly ts boaſt 
of their carnal advantages and out ward proſperity, 
or of their religious profefſion and privileges. 
Long has the Lord been ſtriving by his word, | 
providence, and Spirit, to reclaim ;, ſmiting often 
with leſſer ſtrokes, yet ſparing, ſending 'b/a/2ing 


and mildew, croſs, intemperate or fickly ſeaſons, 


threatening, as of late, to prevent or cut off the 
fruits of the earth, contending alſo, as by fire,” iti 
ſtrifes and animoſities in the church and in the cin 
monwealth; fometimes permittins public commo: 
tions, Tebellions, inteſtine and foreign wars ro ariſe; 
ſequent ipbii”thetn; to fal on our Tand't yet; after 
all, we have refuſed to return unto him; Whereford 
he may proceed to fay, Beranuſe' ] will do this unto 
thee, Prepare to mect thy" God, O Tract.” Return: 
ing peace aud Protein y have always rendered us 
"enjoyed fiberties and public ſafety 
have made u = 4, Hcentious, luxurious and hea 
ven-daring; ready to burſt all political, as well as 
morab and Teligioüs ties. To many nations and ci- 
ties that have long Awelt at cafe} it may be faid, as 
of old to Jeruſalem, What aHleth thee how, that thou 
art uy = neo houſe tops? Thou that and 

ire, a funmultioils tity, à joyous city.” Some 
events, of which many of the Lord's ſervants and 
ſuints long entertained fad apprehenſſons, as vel dy = 


others Which they have'earneſtly prayed and looked. 


for, feem to be haſtening on this prefem generations 

eren in our days he is doing 4 marvellous u, l nd 

a wonder, to which the greater part arg blind, and = 
ä 8 
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ſo incredulous, that they will not believe e it 
1 be told unto ibem. 


For ſome time paſt, the n of W 


have been making very rapid and aſtoniſhing move- 
ments in the neighbouring kingdoms: and while 
they appear ſo majeſtic and tremenduous, they are 
_ » viſibly directed to the overthrow of antichriſtian 


power: and intereſts, in the emptying the remaining 


wials, full of the plagues foretold in divine revela- 
tion, that ſhall waſte that kingdom; and conſe- 
quently, tending to the revival, and more eminent 
reformation of the churches of Chriſt; liberating 
many who were ſore oppreſſed, and haſtening a 


general diffuſion of knowledge, liberty and peace 
among the nations. Great Babylon has come into 


remembꝛrance before the Lord; thoſe who have 


drunk deep of the cup of her abominations, and 
formerly ſhed the blood of his faints and prophets, 


_ having filled up the meaſure of their iniquities, a 
righteous God is making them to drink of the ſame 
cup which they meaſured out to others. The day 
f the Lord of hoſts is mow upon every one that is 
8 e and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted 


and upon all the cedars of Lebanon, that are 


ad 2280 and lifted up, and upon all the oaks: of Baſban, 
and upon all the high mountains, —and upon every 
- high tower, and upon every fenced wall, and upon 
- . all-the ſhips of Tarſhiſh,- and Don all-pleaſant pic- 
tur es, and the loftineſs of man Hall be bowed down, 


and the haughtineſs of men ſhall be made low: and 


the Lord alone ſhall be exalted. And the idols he 
hall utterly aboliſh ; and they fall go into the holes 


of: the -rocks, and into {he caves of the earth; for fear 
F4 the Lord, and for-the glory of his majeſty," when 
he ariſeth to ſhake _—_— the . Ia, * 1219. 
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Tho ve cannot but bewail the calamities cauſed by 
theſe convulſions and wars, the exceſſes of violence, 
and the cruelties with which the human actors on 
both ſides, in certain inſtances, may be chargeable; 
though we cannot but perceive the imperfection, 


and'' blemiſhes of the revolution lately effected 


abroad, fo far as religion is concerned; though ve 
deplore the appearances of irreligion, ſeeptical in- 
difference, and falſe philoſophy, on the one ſide, as 
well as the blindnefs, ſuperſtitious bigotry, hardneſs, 


and infatuation, on the other; - yet we cannot look 
upon it as a ſmall matter, that groſs ſuperſtition, 


and many of the old inftitutions' founded upon it, 
ſhould have been aboliſhed; and that the combined 
ſyſtem of civil and eccleſiaſtical tyranny, ſhould have 


received ſuch a notable ſtroke, where lately it was 


ſo powerful, and where formerly its effects had 
been ſo! grievous and deſtructive to a conſiderable 
part of the reformed church, utterly conſuming 
and waſting a flouriſhing branch of the vine the 
Lord's right hand had planted'in that land. That 
the Lord ſhould: have thus pled the cauſe of his 

poor oppreſſed, ' recalled his banithed, making her 
that halted a remnant,” and giving them honour: in 
_ thoſe places where they had been put to ſhame. 
that Proteſtant churches ſhould now be publicly 


riſing there, without fear or reſtraint; whatever 


the politicians of this world may account, ve can- 
not but ſay, This the Lord's doing, 1 marvellous 


in our eyes A 


It deſerves alſo our grateful notice, hat as one 


great and immediate cauſe of the war, that now 


rages on the Continent, was of a religious nature; 


(namely, the refuſal of a demand, made by the Im- 
Fare * for the reſtoration of the old — 
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and all the former power and privileges of cèrtab 

Romiſh eccleſiaſtics, ente bee with the 
jariſdiction of their UH m certain provinces where 


| hey had been aboliſned) [B, *fo the interpoſitions 


f providence in the events And ſucceſs of the war 
mae been very ſignal; not only in checking and 
turning back with confuſion, che invading armies 
of princes, combined together againſt common li- 


berties Piel Peace, and aRing'direRly for the Tu 


port of Antichriftbs intereſts; but alfo in here } 
opening the way for a more extenſive inroad upon 

the idolatrous territories and conſtitutions of anti- 
chriſtian deſpotic ſtates, particularly in Germany, 
and in the fouth of Europe. So that emancipated 
nations may, Tay, „How art thou fallen nt 
heaven, Lucifer, fon of the môrning, thou that 


didft ſhake eur Goms How hath. the oppreſſing 
city teaſed? the golden city ceaſed !””> In behold- 


ing ſuch events, principally and ultimately deſigned 
for manifeſting the glory of che Redecmer in tlie li- 


berarion of his church, The four and twenty 


elders, which fat beſor? God un thor feats, fe Fell upon 


heir fates, and worſbinped Cod, ſaying, Wegrve thee 
5 0 Lord. 600 Alzen, 40 5 0 art, and va}, 
and art to come, bectruſe thou 54% taken-to ie thy" 
great power, and Haft re And the fations 
ace angry, and thy auth it come, n. the time 
the dead 2 they Jhoutd' be fudg ed, and that thou 
ſhouldeſt give 1 % unto fe w the prop heir, | 
and io th: Saints, and them that fer thy name; ſmall” 
and great; and — dere + Ave which e 
the earth," Rey. 18. F 40 LP 

At the Time We ile he Peng een 


diſquicting the inhabitants of Babylon, it ſeems no 


leſs evident, that he 1 is Wrring up a Keri for the 


* 


= 


ſecure and corrupt churches, under the Proteſtant, 


denomination... He is coming to his temple with a 
refiner” 8 fire, and with the ſpirit of judgment, Which, 
though it may prove a day grievous to many eel 
yet muſt, upon the whole, HS ag: The 

has become. very dim there, and much droſs fan a tin 


may be found in it. In the. greater part. of theſe 


N the faith has been remarkably corrüpted, 


the bands of eccleſiaſtical communion and diſcipline 
relaxed, divine ordinances, neglected, fabbaths pro- 
faned; holy offices have, been invaded, and facri- q 
legiouſly bought and ſold: the flock of Chriſt have. 


been ſpoiled of their, valuable, rights and liberries ; 
many, of the Romiſh notions, inſtitutions, offices, 
rites. and practices, yet remain with ſome of them: 
all of them have left their firſt love, and former zeal. 
and faithfulneſs have yaniſhed, , Inſtead of the fra- 
grant bloom and beauties, of holineſs, and fruits. of 


righteouſneſs, errors, impieties, and wickedneſs of 
every kind, are ſpread. over them, as thorns. and | 
vettles over the face of a waſte and neglected vine- 
yard; ſo that by their works and manners, pro- 
felled. Wen can hardly be diſtinguiſhed from 
Papiſts, or the worſt of the heathen. For the maſt 
part, religion, and the kingdom of Jeſus. Chriſt, 


bave. been made ſubordinate to the polities or 
worldly kingdoms, and to mens temporal intereſts. 
A. ſpirit of lordly dominion, ſpiritual tyranny, and 


impoſitions on the underſtandings and conſciences 


of men, have been too generally prevalent. Con- 
ſiderations of intereſt, falſe maxims of honour ; 


cuſtom, or human laws, have, with many, ſuper- 


ſeded the ohſervance of the plaineſt precepts in 


morality or religion. A wanton and perverſe ex. 
action of W as well as 4 ace uſe, of, them, , 
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in political matters, or in ordinary affairs of trade, 
has been a notorious evil, no lefs than cuſtomary 


profane ſwearing. Fraudalent dealings, infamous 


arts, and ſome branches of unjuſt, and inhuman 


traffic, have become common, particularly the 


horrid African ſlave trade, not yet aboliſhed [D]. 


The great and wealthy, while they wallow in ſin- 


ful exceſſes and pleaſures, too often forget the diſ- 
treſſes and burdens of the poor and induſtrious. 
Large ſums are laviſhly ſpent on public ſpectacles, 
or dangerous diverſions.— Gaming houſes, and in- 
famous haunis of drunkenneſs and lewdneis, in 
many places, are allowed and frequented. The 
theatres, formerly, unknown, or ſeverely con- 
demned among . Proteſtants, are now reſorted to 
every where, and by all claſſes of people, as well as 


midnight revellings, and promiſcuous dancing: 


thefis, quarrels, duelling, murders, adulteries and 
uncleanneſs of all ſorts abound. Deſtructive, and 


often unneceſſary unjuſt wars, have too long en- 
gaged the courts and kingdoms of Europe, more 


than thoſe in any other parts of the globe, to the 
diſgrace of their civilized, and Chriſtian character: 
aud at this juncture, it is to be lamented, that the 
greater part ſeem to be animated with the ſame 
hoſtile ſpirit, even againſt thoſe who had condemn- 


ed all offenſive war, and were profeſſing to ſpeak 


peace, and offering friendſhip to all around them. 
The kings of the earth, corrupt ſtateſmen, and pre- 
Jates, who have been intoxicated with the wine of 
Rome's fornication, ſhew themſelves averſe to ſe- 
parate their intereſts fairly from hers, but rather 


| behold the viſible and ſpeedy. ruin that is falling 


upon her, with grief and terror, lamenting for her 


as a friend and ally, ſaying, Alas! Alas! inſtead 
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FF 
of ſkiing afar off for fear of her judgments. "4 


is, in our opinion, fad to think, that any bearing the 


Proteſtant name, ſhould be among the number; 
who can fo far forget the principles of that religion 
they profeſs, as well as the common principles of 

equity, as to take an active part to ſtop the pro- 


greſs of the Redeemer's work of vengeance and 


triumph, to the hazard of expoſing themſelves, and 
their people, to a ſhare in it; inſtead of obeying the 
voice that cries, Come out of hen, my people ; be not 
par taker of her ſins, leſt ye partake alſo of her 
plagues ;- and inſtead of ſeriouſly attending to the 
internal ſtate of their own kingdoms, and the 1 re- 
formation that may be needful therein. 

Moſt of the foregoing evils are eminently Bri- 
tain's ſins; aggravated by the light, privileges, 
means, mercies, deliverances, contendings, Vows 
and engagements, againſt which they have. been 
committed: though the principles of true religion, 
reformation, and liberty, were once well. under- 
ſtood, warmly eſpouſed, ſolemnly ſworn to, and 
for a time ſteadily maintained, particularly in Scot- 
land; yet they were as violently oppoſed, by a po- 


piſh, prelatical, and malignant party, which hath 


too often prevailed over the better part, even ſo 
far ſometimes as to procure the overthrow and bu- 
rial of a glorious reformation, the reſcinding of all 
laws, and the condemnation and burning of cove- 
nants, made in its behalf; accompanied with dread- 
ful violence againſt the perſons, the property, lives 


and liberties of the faithful friends of it; eſpecially 


in the long perſecution ſucceeding the reſtoration; 
to avoid which, many dealt treacherouſly withGod, 

and their religious. engagements, ' and involyed 
themlclyes in eee guilt. The cry. of op- 
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preſſion and of ry roſe up to heaven, wk he 
merciful Revolution ſet the nation free from the 
yoke of popery, and perſecuting tyranny. * This 
favourable ſeaſon was not duly improven, by fully 
eſpouſing and proſccuting the reformation · teſtimo- 


ny, and vindicating the ſtruggle for religion and 


liberty in the preceding reigns. The root of the 

blic evils and defection was not ſtruck at; nor 
the crimes put away, wherewith the land was dy- 
ed. So that there is reaſon to dread, that the hai- 


nous iniquities of covenant violation, and the 


bloodſhed of that diſmal period, are not yet reckoned 
for to the full, nor purged to this day. The ſu- 
premacy over the church of Chriſt, abjured prela- 
cy, with all its concomitant abominations and in- 
herent tyranny, were ſettled by law in England, 
and remain in the united conſtitution to this day; 
and are, in many inſtances, indirectly at leaſt, homo- 
logated by the body of Preſbyterians in this land, 
not only in the ratification of the religious terms of 
the union-ſertlement, but in the unlimited appro- 
bation of that conſtitution, and ſyſtem of laws, of- 
ten expreſſed in the public oaths, and in occaſional 
addreſſes to the throne. A Popiſh and Jacobitiſſi 
faction, and men of high, prelatical, and perſe. 
cuting principles, have not ceaſed hitherto in Bri- 
tain to diſturb its peace, and threaten its liberty, 
and reformation, and it is to be feared, that un- 
der a pretext of loyalty to the king, and zeal for 
the preſent government, they have of late attained 


by degrees to too great credit and power; and if 


at any time their ſpirit and maxims ſhould influence 
the minds and meaſures of a Britiſh adminiſtration, 
they may yet prove a ſevere rod to all the genuine 


friends of Proteſtant freedom, and a farther refor- 
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mation, and render all attempts for promoting it, 
either in church or ſtate, abortive, or elſe the 
ſtruggle more difficult and dangerous [E]. Suffer- 
ing for conſcience ſake, and for a religious teſti- 
mony, may yet be the lot of thoſe who endeayour | 
to keep their garments clean. The clouds are 
thering thick around us. A general ferment and 
great diſcontents are prevailing : civil diſſentions 
are ar iſen to an alarming height. The voice of 
violence and of waſting war is likely again to be 
heard in our borders: it appears as if the cup muſt 
alſo paſs over to us. All ranks of perſons are deep 
in the treſpaſs againſt the Lord; our king, our 
princes, our nobles, our counſellors, our magiſ- 
trates, our miniſters, and all clafles of our people: 
yet inſtead of pleading guilty, and returning unto 
bim, all parties are rather diſpoſed to throw blame 
upon each other, forgerful of the manifold and 
long ſubſiſting grounds of controverſy, which the 
Lord hath againſt theſe degenerate lands. 85 
The defections of our national church have a 
continued progreſs. All forts of errors have a free 
courle therein. Conformity to the church of Eng- 
land in her corruptions, the profane ſacramental 
teſt not excepted, is little accounted of. Eccleſi- 
aſtical oppreſſion, through the exerciſe of patron- 
age, has made its way through all oppoſition, and 
ſcems completely eſtabliſhed. Every corner of the 
land is filled with intruders, and time: ſerving men, 

who, inſtead of fearching out, and faithfully. warn- 
ing the nation of public evils and dangers, ſeem 
diſpoſed tamely to receive the mandates and re- 
echo the language of thoſe in civil adminiſtration ; 
reſting ſecure under the ſhadow of ſecular authori- p 
17 and ws and glorying in in the uncertain riches -, 
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and temporal proſperity of the nation, hey lie 
down, loving to ſlumber ; every one looking for his 
gain from his quarter. God's providential good- 
neſs and forbearance towards theſe guilty kingdoms 
is made a reaſon for ſatisfaction in the preſent ſtate 
of things,” and an argument againſt reformation, 
inſtead of leading men hereby to repentance : they 
have healed the hurt of rhe daughter of his people 
- Nightly, ſaying, TIRE Peace, whos there * Was no 
- peace. | 

2 Notwithſtanding, we' have it as a matter of 
_thankfulneſs, that the knowledge of our ancient 
reformation principles has been preſerved among a 
number in our land; and that a religions body has 
been kept aſſociated for the purpoſe of maintaining 
a teſtimony for them; ſo that theſe inſtances of 
_ defe&tion, in paſt or preſent times, have not paſſed 
unmarked or uncondemned. Vet while the privi- 
leges, profeſſion, and vows of ſuch as adhere to this 
cauſe, have been in ſome reſpects more diſtinguiſh- 
ed, we have no more reaſon on that account to 
| glory than others, but rather more cauſe to be 
_ kumbled'and'aſhiineds0? 7 in np gin! 

We are chargeable with great ignorahce of and 
growing indifference about theſe principles; — 
great ſlackneſs in paying vows; failures in reſpect 
of ſecret, family, and relative duties: conformity 
to the world has grown upon us: wearineſs of the 
painful taſk of teſtifying and contending againſt 
public evils has ſeized many; former faithfulneſs 
and zeal among miniſters and people, together with 
the ſpirit of prayer, and experimental and practi- 
cal godlineſs, have much decayed: the Lord has 

withdrawn his power and preſence, in great mea- 
ſure, from his ordinances : a ſleepy frame has ſeized 
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our congregations, unleſs when fierce animoſities 
and contentions have arouzed them, accompanied 
with their uſual train of evil works. While there 
is a proneneſs to raſh cenſuring of one another, 
and both to give and take offence, there is much 


averſion to ſcriptural methods of removing offences, 


and the exercile of diſcipline and Chriſtian cenſures. 
By the remarkable breach formerly made in this bo- 
dy, a great number fell from their ſtedfaſtneſs, thro? 


their defence of enſnaring oaths; facrificing the 


_ reformation-teſtimony to the authorized profeſſion 
and ſtanding laws of the realm; and from time to 
time, occaſional apoſtacies have been too numerous, 


both among old and young. Many have ſaid, what 


profit is it that we have kept his ard nals and 


walked mpurnfully before the Lord of beſts ? The 


ſtrict religious education of children is much ne- 


glected, and they are early left a prey to the faſhion- 


able follies and vices of the times. The good man 
Heriſbeth out of the earth? and we are as when they 


Pave gathered the ſummer fruits. 
At the ſame time we ought, cheerſully to join 
in thankſgivings to God, not only on account of 


the ſhare we have had in the external bleſſings con- 


ferred on the whole nation, in the continuance of 
peace, proſperity, and plenty, by his ſending fruit- 
ful ſeaſons, amidſt frowns, and in the preteQion 
and liberties we have long enjoyed under a mild 


government; but particularly, as a religious body, 
we ought to be thankful, that we have the doctrines 


of the goſpel ſalvation, and light as to a Chriſtian 
profeſſion, and the path of public duty, remaining 


in all our congregations, in a time of diviſion and 


increaſing darkneſs. We ought to be ſenſible of 


the value of a particular pointed teſtimony, by ac- 
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quaintance with which, at this time, we may know 
what is that reformation, in church and ſtate, 


which we, as Preſbyterian Proteſtants, the poſteri- 
ty of covenanting anceſtors, are bound dutifully to 
inſiſt for: and none need be greatly at a loſs as to 
the ſcriptural grounds, as well as the due and rea- 
ſonable limits, of that ſubjection and obedience, 
which we owe, and have uniformly been endea- 
vouring to give, to the preſent civil rulers, ſupreme 
and ſubordinate, conſtituted by the conſent of the 
nation, under God, and while acknowledged by it; 


eſpecially as explained and ſtated. in the aſſociate 
_ preſbytery's Declaration and defence. of their prin- 


ciples anent the preſent civil government © Which all, 
under our inſpection, have a providential call par- 
ticularly. to conſult and ſtudy, at this time; where- 
by they may be kept from being-precipitated into 
any raſh meaſures, or unwarrantable ſteps, in refer- _ 
_encetopreſent political diſputes, inconſiſtent with the 
reſpe& and ſubordination due to conſtituted autho- 
rity, and magiſtrates, in the exerciſe of their lawful 
power, and in the execution of juſt and wholeſome _ 
laws, ſo as to avoid whatever can be juſtly conſtrued 


to he faction or ſedition, on the one hand, or from 
entangling themſelves, on the other, by unlimited 
profeſſions of obedience to any human rulers, or 


unwary engagements or declarations, approving 


without reſerve, the whole civil and religious con- 


ſtitution of Great Britain, and the complex ſyſtem 


of its laws, and binding to maintain them unalter- 


able; which may be irreconcilable with the teſti- 
mony we have eſpouſed againſt many things ſinful 
in theſe, and the inviolable engagements we have 
come under to promote, in our ſtations, a farther 
reformation [TI. This teſtimony, contains equally 
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clie-principles of the trueſt loyaley, and of tlie trueſt 
liberty, in both which we ought to ſtand faſt, what - 
ever either of them may coſt us [C. The liberty 
ue have hitherto enjoyed of publicly following our 
religious profeſſion, and teſtify ing againſt public 
evils, which none dare ſay hath ever tended to ex- 
cite tumults or ſedition, we ought, in preſent cir- 
cumſtances, to uſe thankfully, humbly, faithfully, 
and prudentiy; an free, yet not uſing our liberty 
civil or religious, as 4 cloak of Nb e . . or a. 
pretext for licentiouſneſs. 

Wherefore, in coofideration of the abows _ 
like cauſes, eſpecially thoſe which are wont to be 
enumerated in public acts for faſting by the General 
Aſſociate Synod, particularly thoſe contained in the 
printed acknowledgment of public and perſonal ſins 
prefixed to the bond for rene wing our ſolemn 
covenants; are called at chis time, to the ſeaſonable 
duty of public and private faſting, accompanied 
with thankſgivings for the foregoing and other 
mercies, and to join in earneſtly ſupplicating the 
throne of grace, through the Prince and Saviour 
exalted, that repentance may be granted to us and 
to our land, and the remiſſion of ſins, that iniquity | 
may not prove our ruin; that he would avert the 
threatening tokens of his anger, and lead all ranks 
in theſe lands to fearch and try their ways, and 
turn again to the Lord ;—that he would be gract- 
ous to his majeſty king George, eſtabliſh rhe throne _ 
in judgment, righteouſneſs, truth, and merey: that 
ſtriking admonitions from abroad, and occurrences 
at home, may be bleſſed for his inſtruction, and 
that of the riſing royal family; that all in law ful au- 
thority over us may be furniſhed with neceſſary 
W juſt ſentiments of religion, and good 80 
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uber; and all amiable qualities; f Jatourfh des 
may be peace, and "ot enadtörs ri glütedülnsft. 


That he would inrerpoſe'in the Dito! Ft crilis ä 


of affairs, fer wiſe countellors 5 a be 2 An, 
remove evil counſellors from it; chat he 415 
rect the parliantent in their role 1755 cerlug t ahi 
tary and prudent meaſures, prevent à for wir 
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2 truly religious and reformin 8 ſpirit 10 e gran 
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grievances or ue may be dit 1 
Peaceable, and prudent . and 
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may know, at this day, what belongs to their 10 
and che nation” $. peace, before the be Hid om 
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ſpeedy revival to his work from its low eſtate, 
oyer-rule preſent ſtirrings and commorions, at home 
and, eee for ſuch a deſirable end; and recal 
our, J ifitual captivity, and that of the whole diſ- 


perſed, and opprefled church of Chriſt, throughout 
the earth, ;—that he may lead to due thankfulneſs 


ſcaſon, and diſpoſe us to improve our many mercies, 
tenor and ſpiritual, to his praiſe: that, ſacra- 
mental ordinances may be followed with graciqus. 
effects, Zion's miniſters and proviſion be bleſſed, 
and the congregations of his poor abundantly and . 
fexlonably provided for, by labourers ſcat forth by 
the Lord of the harveſt; and that he would in a 
Peril manper, ſaccecd. the meals of pilblic edu- 
cation with leh a view... io i fond, 26, 
Let us duly, and humbly prize. any remaining 
tokens. of the divine preſence, and goodneſs, yet 
among us; and be thankful for the encouraging 
proſpe&s which are opened to our faith in his word, 
as to the general tendency aud final reſult of the re- 
markable providences of the. time, in reference to 
the intereſts of the Redeemer; particularly in the 
final overthrow of antichriſtian Rome, Let us pray, 
and rejoice in the proſpect of the kingdoms of the 
ee ſubject to the Lord's Chriſt; —in 

the proſpect of his turning wars into peace unto the. 


© het A. | 2 * oh ff . * N 
for his favourable, interpoſitions in reſpect of the 


ends of the carth, rebuking the multitude of ſpear- 
men, and ſcattering the people that ao m war. 


in proſpect of the time, when error, infidelity, Ma- 
etandeluſion, Jewiſh obduracy, Pagan ignorance 
and idolatry; wicked, treacherous and ambitiouspo- | 
licy, lawleſs and barbarous cruelty {hall be extirpa- 
100 from the earth, that glory may dwell in all lands, 


den from heaven. 


and ruth ſpring from earth, and righteouſneſs look 
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Was Fo 14 HOUGH ie reformed religion never be. 
| Yo 37. came the predominant, or eſtabliſhed re 
ligion in Vrance,! yet it had there, a yer remark able HY 
greſs. The church planted the "_ for numb 8, 18 
order and faithful Giſcipline, or a long, act of time, 
might come into competition with. t. mo dif ingu uiſh- 

ed Froteſtant churches eſtabliſhed, It had a near affinity 
to the church of Scotland. At. an early period, they 
cpuld reckon up 2,150 particular chur e many of 
which were above lo, oo members, a them 
two miniſters, in ſome more, I ee there ad 
from the beginning peculiarly ſevere conflicts to endure. 
The vine of the Lord, as one lays, was plenteguſly v water- | 
ed with blood; within a few years; above 209,000 of, them 
are compute to have been cut off by wars and maſſacres. 
> While the rage of bigotted perſecutors fell ſo heavily up- 
on them, the monarchss, inſtead of protecting them, ge- 
nerally combined with their fierceſt foes, in every meaſure 
to harraſs and deſtroy them; fo. that it we except a ſhort 
interval in the reign, of, Henry IV, they Were either en- 
gaged in open war, or in a continual plot, by baſe ſtrata- 
gens, not only to weaken, but to root them out of that 
land nor did they reſt till they had got this; defign in a 
manner effected. What. inſults. the ha (et had to 
+» endure, hat artifices were employed againſt them, what 
- and nee were ae as be, ls Ao unre- 
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lenting tyrant drunk with the fumes of deſpotiſm, and 
the maddening — * of Rome, what complicated injuſtice 


and erbelty werb inflicted! on them For a ſeriès of years 
before their expulſion, under the ſanction of authority 


and forms of law, and how the ſhocking tragedy was 


cloſed, every one who has looked into madern church 


« 
— 
4 
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Tard? Many among them, while filled with the moſt 


hiſtory knows. The refugees, after their difmal difper- 


Lan, like the captives, in Babylon, poured out their tears, 


« wth * 220 [ T1 I trot ith 
"986 fent up their cries in all places, not Without hopes 


that the Lord would look on their affliction and avenge 
their cauſe. The whole Proteſtant world felt the ſtrobe, 
and lamented with them: every pious. and reflecting 
mind among them was diſpoſed to cry out, Hou long, O 


1 of indignation at their wrongs, felt at the 


ments of ſome ſignal vengeance to fall vpon'that 


| ve goverhment., Though, in the divine forbearance, + 


this was longer deferred than many expected; yet now at 


<4 


> last it has come, in an examplary manner, upon the lieirs 
of that bloody and perfidious throne, and upon the eſtates 
of 15 nation wllich in times paſt had been moſt guilty. 


ie very kind, manner, and cireumſtances of their 


punfſhment, the hand of divine retribution was often 
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This Work of vengeance has not been unaccompanied 


9 


with ſome marks of favour to thoſe who had ſuffered ſo 
much for their confeſſion of Jeſus Cbriſt: while their 


liberty was reſtored, their memory was, in ſome meafure, 


vindicated and honoured; and the ſentences and, ſuffer- 


ings inflicted on them, declared before all the world, to 


have been unjuſt. Beſides the ample toleration of their 


religious àſſfemblies fecured to them, by a decree of the 
buatlonab aſſembly, the property of which Proteſtants had 
been pillaged by the old government vas reſtored to 


them ; all the refugees were invited to return, and thoſe 


whoſe anceſtors had been "deprived of their eſtates for 


tlie cauſe of reli pion might reclaim them. Numbers of 


Proteſtants were ſtill remaining in the kingdom zothe 


department of Languedoc, before the war, contained up- 
W G 2 | 


time, without pretending to 'propheey, pre-ſenti- 
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peaf ed ein vnrigus Places, od -of Paris, after meeting 
fon ſometime ina hotel, hired church) of Sta Lewis 
dęLguxxe, near tothe palace f Lhuilleries and the Lauvre, 
fozmeriy; vicdby, Lei XIV. ot was a remarkable cir- 
cumſtangen that the; very firſt church opened in the capi- 
_ tal, for their Worſhip, fhould he none other than the 
chapæ ii of che Dat gran. andi their chief perſecutor. A 
few days hefore it us openech for that purpoſe, a procla· 
mation Was made hy authority: to enjoin the people to 
peaceable,beþaviaur, declaring that the liberty now, grant- 
ech to; the, Erqteſtants was not a matter of favour but 
opſy the xc tration. of /arightiof which they had been 
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long deprived. See FLOWER on the Rruoliutiau. 178113 
1 1801 Pas ; Holten 38113 to 2527950 wor Ru 0k. 
3: Page 38 There have been ſem inſtancrs of way! 


among Chxiſtianſſtates, herein the intereſſs of religion 
. have ;not, been. in ſome ſhape involved, andlat deaſt re- 
ingtely and cone quentialiy aficfted :, but ſomething more: . 
- muſt. be meant When a War is termed religious? Scams! 
diſpute . that mere immediately relates to religion, or 
egcteſiaſtical affains, ſuch as articles of faith, worſhip, or 
church gavernment, the dignities, juriſdiction, or revenues 
of church men {or religious Sociatics) muſt conſtitute/itnot 
the,,only; o principal, yet a particular and partialvcauſe/ 
ofthe wars gm. order tor ſettle xhich, agother methods! 
ars\relingazhed, in order to obtain a deciſion of it by the 
98 A IC, it. is affirmed, Was the wart begun between 
Spire and France, as parxicularlyiſtated in the diplo- | 
matic correſpondence carried on for ſome time between 
them previous to the-commencement. of hoſtilities. 
In, the beginning of 17921 complaints were tranſmitted 
by, the emperor,.to the diet.of the empire on the aboliti- 
Bf the; feydal ſyſtem. in: the lands poſſxſled by, ſeveral 
Germanic princes in Alſace and. Lorraine. The king of 
e his anlwer ju{tified the decrges of the national 
alembly, declined, the interpolition of the, Germanic bo- 
an renewed the offer formerly mage! of-avjuſt in- 
demmiſ. cation tothe puürties intereſted; Fhis anſwer 
d M tothe diet of. Ratiſbon, which came to 


| 16557) e 
the following oonoligfum ji et That all things; both tempo? 
ral and iſpiriiuul, muſt be put upon their aticient footing! 
It is tolbe obſerved; that the national aſſembiy had aboliſn 
a Poa Wl: {pea 6 rs 
foreign prelates, in the provinites referred to, às in other 
parts of the kingdom; which fabelitien fell chieffly on 
the archbiſhopscof Mayence and Treves, and the biſhops 
of Spire and Bale. The emperor ſoon after addreſſed a” 
circular letter to the empire; confirming the above con- 
cluſum, and a Jetter to the king of France, wherein he 
inſiſted, „ that the lands hitherto transferred to the 
ſupremacy of the French crown, were given with differ- 
ent reſtrictions, Both ſpiritual and civil, to the exerciſe of 
that ſupremucy, which could not be overturned in any 
ape by new decrees of that nation; and that the poſ- 
ſeffions of the vaffals of the empire in Alface Lorraine, 
and gelſewhere, which had not been transferred by the 
conſent of the empire to that crown, muſt remain in their 
ancient relation to it, and could not be fubjected to the 
laus of that kingdom, declaring his refolution to inter- 
pole incfavour of theſe violated rights, and for the main- 
tenance! of the ancient conſtitution; inſiſting on a ceſfa- 
tionſof all rhe innovations made from the beginning of 
Auguſt 1789 contrary thereto, the re-eſtabhiſhment of 
the revenues, & c. Upon a refuſal on the part of France 
to reſtore the aboliſhed juriſdiction, and undo the effects 
of the reyolution; and on the matter abdicate its o n ſo⸗ 
vereignty over ſo very conſiderable a part of the xingdom, 
(for the provinces annexed by conqueſt to France amount 


r 


toral biſhop of Treves: and thus the war began: a war 
on the part of the Germanic princes, and of all who 
have ſince made a common cauſe with them, in direct ſup- 
port of a foreign prelatical juriſdiction, partly temporal, 
partly ſpiritual, With all the abuſes attendant upôn it; 
the ſame in kind, and inferior only in degree, to that 
aſſumed by the popes over the legiflation, and internal 
affairs of the ſeveral kingdoms of Europe, till the time of 
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the reformation. The fetslar intereſts of others in this 
ettiþire, as well as thoſe of tlie err er ces, were 

no dbubt concerned in che diſpute; bit they Had genes 
ap gen (AH rd 
preciſe ſtate” of the 75 was leſs adverted to at that 
time,” or firice, by many . Brita, ecatfe” the above 
complaint aid requiſition Heied 706 3 WE | 
in a protracted negoclation and it was craft 6 4 25 
ted that an accommodation” would” Bax 
was alſo in fome meaſüre after war Us Hallo well h 5 20 
forgotten in the more general ſtate 5 3 Fg wht 
once the cburts of Europe began te conficfer'it 2Gthe}d 
common cave, in which view, the priveiples alld ſpirit of 
the revolition in general, and the great 5 ges ed, 
or like to be effected by it, were the Principal object of 
confideration, as they ſeem indeed to Rave beer all along 
by the ſeveral Went en powers. But eben in this ſtate 
of it, religion was very deeply intereſteck in the caufe: as. 
the atter long made in France in the ectfeftaſtical eſta- 
bliſliment, the deſtruction of the old Hferarchy as well is 
of monaſtic orders, formed one prinethat ro h 
ptaint, the redreſs of Which was an 6bj jt p propoſed by 
rhe-war, as appears clearly from the lat 
foreign manj titoes on the fubject; att that e- 
mitted by the government of Bru 15 in the end of April 
1792, juſtifying hoſtilities, and that'b the” eneral of the 
allied af? upon the invaſion of France. Ak 
reaſons, the former of theſe ſtates, “ that the : holy religi- 
on which we profeſs" is there trodden under foot, that 


a0 are profaned ani polluted; that their” the mi- 
ſters are deprived of Ire Juſt, rights, ill-treated, and 


replaced by intruders *6ho have 'no 1 Non from t the hierar hy, 


of the church that the paſtors of the Peop ple habe been 
deprived of the diftinQive veſtments by which they were 


known to their flocks.” —Ingeed all the emigrant prieſts 


and*biſhops, as well as thofe' who haye been heading | in- 
ternal inſurrections to effect a counter-revolution, together | 
with thoſe of Spain and Italy, with their mor father at 


their head, by their uniform language, and peculiar man- 
ner of teſtifying their zeal for promoting this cavſe, have 


ef iadewilication. is 
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been, — 153 Died even 5 by the Pet” e their, 
greateſt adverſaries. They were never indeed engaged in 
a more glorious, or for a time ſucceſsful, cauſe, Which in 
its progreſs aſterwards towards; the reformation; of three, 
kingdoms, the godly, then and ſince ape not, ſcnupl led to 
dignify with the appellation, of e cauſe . Ged. They. 
avowed the ſame Principles, and juſtified. the, lame. cauſe, 
ſo far as relates to the juriſdiction either of, popiſhi or. 
Proteſtant. prelates, at the memorable revolution, when 
the national authority re-echoed the voice of a Jiberated 
people, in declaring “e all ſuperiority, of offices in the 
church above preſbyters an. injupportable grievance, and 
as ſucli legally aboliſhing it for ever.“ For any to con- 
tradict or impugn this article of their claim of right, was, 
by the law of Scotland made wegen and is Str 50 
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be puniſhed as ſedition. Shall degenerate North'Britotis 


after this riſe up, in the cauſe of any other people, againſt 
their own national rights, and war openly: againſt the 


ipirit and principles both of their civil and religious con- 


ſtitution? All Proteſtants, without exception, have ræaſon 
to aſk, with what face of conſiſtency they can ſupport 
the claims of pope or popiſh-metropolitans. either at home 


or abroad: Preſbyterians in particular would do well to 


conſider how they can be excuſable in abetting ſuch 
claims, or what right they have to hinder the reform of 


crying abuſcs in other nations, or to impoſe or continue 


an inſupportuble grievance upon any people, which neither 
they nor their tathers were able to bear. For-all this 
the buſy agents in this awful buſineſs mult hereafter ſo- 


 lemaly anſwer. 


— 


[C] Page 38. When the above was written, (at the 
cloſe of the firſt year of the war) what is ſaid with re- 
ſpect to the check given to the combined ar mies, could only 
refer to the invading armies of the empire, when they 


were unexpectedly, and with ſome ſingular circumſtances, 


made to retreat, after making ſure of conqueſt, the ſpeedy 


reſtoration of the ancient monarchy of France, and of 
effecting the other purpoſes reſpecting eccleſiaſtical mat- 
ters mentioned in the foregoing note. An obſervation 
of the courſe of providence, and a religious celebration 
of the great and aſtoniſhing works effected by it, can 
never imply ſatisfaction on account of loſes or diſaſters 
befalling any party in ſuch quarrels; much leſs can any 
thing here expreſſed, in this caſe, be conſtrued as a re- 
joicing in the calamities, or a want of due regard and 
beſt wiſhes for the public proſperity of our own country, 
not then actually in the field. Diſaſterous events, pars 
ticularly thoſe accompanying an unſucceſsſful war, on any 
fide, or in any cauſc, can never in themſelves conſidered, 
be to a humane or Chriſtian mind matter of ſatisfaction 
or gratitude, but of deep regret. | 


The thankſgivings, in ſuch caſes, can only reſult from 


the deſirable ends to which they may tend, or for which 
they may be over- ruled. An end or an effect may be 
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#rom:whengeradvantageinefults:to:the intereſts ot Chnilt, 
or by whichithe power ma be weakened and — = 
7 thoſenuhoſupport:am appſite interrit, 
ia qhe cy of a Olwiſtian is ofcthris kind. far as it has 
luci a:tendencyy andeninentlydiſplays the divine glory, 
and ſolely in chiswwlew, every private or publibalamity, 
may become he matter uf the church's ſongs ichout re- 
ſpecicto the temporah interefts of any perſons or nations. 

Neither the>famrs in heaven or earth can be ſuppoled to 
take del zut an behol ing the torments of the moſt wicked 
ol the human race: yet when they ſee the ſimoke of Baby- 


Jon's torment aſcendingurp for ever and ever, they cryre- 


peatedly Hallelujah. The grand eternal purpofesof ſehovah 
are of g greater moment than the temporary ſelfiſh ſchemes 
of mortals, and the intereſta of the/extenſive, und uni- 
ver fal kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, are infinitely ſuprrior to 
thoſe! of any particular nation. Thoſe who are duiy 
artached to thefe mult forget: ubei, bn people anditheir 
father!3 buf.» Rt ardently ꝓroy ſor the advancement 
of theſe xx where, io at the vicw of this joy muſt al- 
v Ayslaniſe in their breaſts, though their own Worldly in- 
tereſts;thoidd faffer thereby, or thoſe of their friends ur 
Allies, or of ithe particular nation they belong to. hey 
muſbpreſertbheſe, as Jeruſalem was preferred by! tlie 
faithful chf eld, above their chief joy. In Ebrifs Jeſus 
rere il nrit hor Fern hor Greeky' Barbarinm nor Seaphruny bond 
Ty fro c there muſt be neither French intereſt nor 
PFiennſhi, Dutch, ane or Jn but CHI in 
ulli duu im ull. o 1ogw 6 40 4 . H gftaict 
Agrecabiy to heſe idoss; the lakes muſt aiſo uniler- 
Keund what! is ſaid as tothe appearance of“ farther inroάs 
being made on the antichriſtian deſpatic ſtates on tlie 
eaſt; and insthe ſouth of Europe? He muſt remember 
rhe preciſe object fill lcept in vie namely; hedupport 
or diminution of antichriſtian power und intereſtsss The 
appearance of the flames of war: ſpreading torother:ſtates 
afford but a gloomy proſpect. But when they would 
not he diffuaded from intermeddling, the frieneis of roli- 
gion, like tue friends of Paul, muſt ccaſe from either 
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fruitleſs: intreaties or lamentations, and ſay, the avill of . 


Lord be done. If other -popiſh Yeſpotic governments, 
tympathizing with that which had fallen in France, would 
ruſh in to fave theſe accurſed intereits, how admirable is 
the juſtice of God in making a ſtroke to fall upon the 
ſame power and idolatrous intereſts in their own'terri- 
tories, and to allow their mlols, and all the wealth and 
glory laviſhed upon them, to be carried captive, like the 


brutiſh gods of Egypt, before their eyes! Next to the 


overthrow of antichriſtian deſpotiſm in France, this ap- 


pPears to be the great object in view by the late revoluti- 


on, and to conſtitute, if we may judge from appearances, 
wi na a --rih of the plan r e The pro- 
greſs already made in this work is truly aſtoniſhing: but 


whether the overthrow of popiſh eſtabliſhments in the 
principal kingdoms of Europe is inſtantly to be effected be- 


tore thę termination of the war, time muſt declare. We ſec 


them tottering to theit baſe, and Rome, the proud miſtreſs 


of nations, wailing in duſt and aſhes. We fee how eaſy it 


is for the Omniparentto raiſe up a {courge for the proudeit, 


and to find means for demoliſhing that power where ic 
1s ſtrongeſt. It is not jmprobable that a greater humilia- 


tion and ruin muſt yet ſoon fallſon the antichriſtian par- 


ty under the wings of the houſe of Auſtria, and the re- 
maining branch of-the houſe of Bourbon. As the French 
monarchy was the principal ſupport of the papal interett, 
10 the houſe of Auſtria, in connection with the popitit 
Part of the empire, and the kingdom of Spain, are next 
in point of power, and zeal, and in paſt times, not ſecond 
to the other in tyranny and horrid cruelty, againſt the 
#llertors of freedom, and the profeiiors of the goſpel, 


Particularly in the Netherlands, Which was long as a 


{laughter houſe for them, and has been made ſince the 
iheatre of the moſt Bloody wars, and like the ſhambles 
of Europe. To theſe, though not equal in power, may 


- be joined the treacherous and bloody houle of Savoy, 


whoſe” activity in the cauſe of Rome, ſubject it to a 


large Hare of the retribution to be granted to the pray- 
ers f faints: and d 1⁰ ere Ee iti Mil- 
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- Avenge, O Air; thy laughter'd ſaints; whoſe. bones 
Lie. fratterth-an the Alpine mountains cold; | 
Ev'n them who kept thy truth ſo pure of old, 
When ail our fathers worſhip'd ſtocks and ſtones, 
un not: in thy book record their groans 
Who were thy ſheep, and in their ancient ſold 
Slain by the bloody Piemonteſe, that roll'd: 
Mothers with infants down the rocks. Their moans 
The vales redoubled to the hills, and they -- | 
To heavin. Their martyr'd blood and 9 ſow: 
O'er all the Italian alen where ſtill: doth ſway 
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The teresse or dete a. of a led ad ini 
tion, in reference to any matters which may nearly con- 


cern the general intereſts of the church of Chriſt, though 
not ſeen by it in that light, cannot juſtiy reſtrain, in any 
nation, the exerciſe of private judgment, or of due mini- 
fterial ese about them. As miniſters of the goſpel 
cannot be denied the common right of free ſubjects to 


form and hold their judgment about political centrover- 


ſies, the civil liberties, and wars and peace of nations, 
to the intereſts of Jeſus Chriſt, and thoſe of his enemies, 


are to them individually, as well as to the eccleſiaſtical 


courts judicially, their oſſicial and appropriated abject; 
and they may as well be diveſted of their office altogether, 
as of the liberty of diſcharging their duty in reference to 


theſe. Though judging, and carrying into effect politi- 


cally, what relates to war and peace, belongs, without 


controveriy, to the civil government of the country, 


whole authority is ſtill to be reſpected, though it may be 
abuſed, in the judgment of ſubjects, to ſome improper 
and unlawful acts; in which caſe, private individuals 


may be obliged; in ſome ſort, to put in practice the doc- 


trine of paſſive obedience: yet ſo far as wars, or ſtate 
acts touch the cauſe of religion, or the moral. dutics of: 
mankind, they become caſes of conſcience, and proper 
matter of -religicus inſtruction or teſtimony: and-while 
all ring be bound thus to ſubmit to the acts of cyt au- 
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thority, as 2 rule of outward order and civil peace, yet 
they can never be a rule to conſcience, or a warrant 
for deſerting or contradicting any part of r rede 
ol Jeſus, or the law of Chriſtian duty. 0 

The miniſterial and eccleſiaſtical Vbertioe.; in all fork 
caſes, were perhaps never more warmly conteſted, more 
explicitly. avowed, more faithfully adhered to, or more 
fully ſecured, in any Proteſtant land, than they have 
been in the nation and church of Scotland; as might be 
made appear from the principles and practice of the moſt 
eminent men in that church, from the dawn of her re- 
formation, and from civil and eccleſiaſtical acts of ratifi- 
cation in her beſt times, if it would not engage us in too 
| large a diſcuſſion... Nothing can be more expreſs on this 

head than the act of the general aſſembly in 1648, en- 

joining all miniſters to apply their preaching to the times; 
and the vindication of the proceedings of. the church- 
courts and miniſters who had teſtified againſt the offenſive 
war raiſed | againſt England, by a ſubſequent act of the 
ſtates of the kingdom . The ſeriptures afford ſufficient 
warrant and en for miniſters of ma word Pong 
ſuch a part. 

It would be narticularly nent to an any 
thing in the paragraph here referred to, as expreſſing a 
viſh for the ſpreading of Jacobine, or any other peculiar 
ſet of principles, as to the beſt form of civil government, 
into other ſtates of Europe, to thedeſtruction of monarchy, 
and regular government ſettled among them, and the 
introduction of anarchy, or even republicaniſm into them. 
The hideous features of Jacobiniſm have ſo deranged the 
minds of many, that they can ſee nothing elſe, but hawl 
every thing to it. But forms or changes of civil govern- 
ment, as ſuch, are altogether foreign to the purpoſe in 
view. Under any of theſe forms, the intereſts of Jeſus, 
or of antichriſt, may grow, or may ſuffer. Surely all 
that is lawful, regular, good, and uſeful in any govern- 
ment, might be ſuffered to Raman, ann antichriſtian- 


bee act IV. of the dea nes ef the du,. 
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T wholly purged out of them: 
nor would they be leſs vigorous, leſs regular, or proſper- 
ous, in conſequence of ſuch: à ſeparatien and deſtruction. 
Neither of theſe can ever be a privilege to any, but a ne- 
ver failing curſe to every people. On account of the 
ſtrict affinity, and long union of theſe together, in the 
governments of Europe, every friend of religion and of 
mankind, may well be allowed to expreſs his ardent wiſh 
and hope that theſe combined fiends may be ſent to the 
bottomleſs pit in company. The hatred and removal of 
deſpotiſm, in ſtates, are conducive to the deſign of pull- 
ing down antichriſtianiſm; and a reformation in churches 
has uſually been accompanied by clearer views ol ee ou 
N and ſtrengous exertions in its favours” 

LD} Pays: 40. That lock a eld tale as het lese 
trade ſhould ever have been known, efpecially that it 
ſhould have been carried on in ſuch a ſyſtematic manner, 
and to ſuch an enormous extent, and fo reſolutely per- 
fiſted in, with all its attrocious circumſtances, as it has 
been in Britain, to the deſtruction of ſo many thouſands 
yearly, and the miſery of ſo large a portion of the human 
race, muſt bring a heavy guilt, and leave an indelible 
ſtain, upon any Chriſtian land. That aſter the public 
attention was awakened to demand a legiſlative conſide- 
ration and abolition of it, after ſo many petitions and 
forcible arguments produced, in the cauſe of humanity 
and juſtice, againſt which not a ſhadow of argument 
could be offered, but what ariſes from corrupt intereſt,” 
and inveterate evil habits, and ſuch as might be employ- 
ed to excuſe any villainy, and vindieate auy lucrative 
robbery or murder, it ſhould have been ſuffered ſo long 
to linger, or rather, in fact, to have gone on with acce- 
lerated violence, under a kind of ſanction from the Bri- 
tiſh government, and that of late, ken the limited time 
approached for a total abolition, in performance of a kind 
of engagement to the anxious public, that engagement 
ſhould appear to be eluded, the wiſhes and hopes of the 
better part of the nation diſappointed; and the loudeſt. 
2. of juſtice, ORE a and — ſet at — is * 
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piteli of publie Miquity almoſt incredible; an evidences: 
that there are too many entruſted with the management 
of national affairs who have fold themſelves to work 
wickedneſs without remorſe or ſhame; an evidence that 
the influence of boaſted civilization, Uberty, reaſon, 
learning, religion, every thing that is ſacred; in our ad- 
vanced ſtage of degeneracy, goes for nothing, when ſet 
in oppoſition to ſelfiſh interett;,” and a baſe love of gain. 
That 2 vote ſhould paſs for continuing fuch a traffic, 
when even thoſe moſt eager for it confeſſed that every 
moral and religious, conſide ration was in favour of the 
abolition, was, deſides the inſult to the people, a decla- 
ration that morality or religion ſhould not bind them or 
regulate their decißſon. Can ſuch men be fit for bear- 
ing public truſt? That ſuch a vote ſhould have paſſed 
the houſe, the very next day to thé faſt for the fins of 
the nation, when they were called, as a fruit of it, to 2 


the oppreſſed ge frre, was à high aggravation. That moti- 
ons of this benevolent tendeney ſhould, one way or 


other, be defeated, when ſo many meaſures- tending to 


ſpread and-increaſe human calamities Pals, at the voice 
of a miniſter, with ſuch triumphant ſucceſs, is a dad 
ſymptom that providence is not to honour ſuch men 


wirk effecting any fort of reformation,” or to gratity the 


erous and laudable defires of a ſupplicating pcople. 


Juſt will it be in the Avenger of wrongs to pht an end 
to ſuch an infamous traffic, or to: the gains derived from 


it; ſome other way, which may bring heavier aceumula- 


ted Joſſes on our head, without the pleaſing reflection 


of ſuſtaining en i in Un Coule of eee and e- 
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ment with the popiſh faction in Britain and Ireland, from: 
the reformation down to the revolution, was very viſible, 
and matter of general complaint and jealouſy with the 
true friends of the Proteſtant intereſt and the public li- 


berties- The ſavour ſhown by thoſe in adminiſtration 
to theſe combined intereſts, was always a leading error 
in theſe unhappy times, and a ſource of many calamities, 
Theſe have riſen and fallen together At the revolution 
W were both deprefled, and ſince that time were 
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uſually ſaſpetted and watched with-a vigilant wyth The 
repeated attempts in the bowels of the kingdom to re- 
ſtore popery and arbitrary power, along with an exclu- 


ded pretender, ſhowed the wiſdom and need of all this 


vigilance, and juſtified the laws made for the public ſafe- 
ty againſt their power. But for a long time paſt a res | 
markabje change has taken place in this reſpect, not on- 
ly in the ſpirit and meaſures of the adminiſtration, but 
alſo in the ſentiment and conduct of Proteſtant miniſters, 
and the body of the people. Former fears and jcalouſies 
are gone. And while the legal ſecurities have been weak - 
ened, and the way gradually opening to introduce both 
the popith and Jacobitiſh. party, whole ſpirit and princi- 
ples in reſpect to governatent have uſually coincided, to 
public favour! and contidence, all | zeal to oppole either 
their political or religious tenets, has ſubſided. Pill late- 
y every book, ſermon, ſpeech, and public charge, re- 
jonnded with alarmssof danger from that quarter, and 
warnings againſt the deſigns of Romiſh emiſſaries, and 
the infection of old French principles: but ſinee the 
court- breath has blown differently, almoſt every tongue 
and pen is become mute upon the ſubject. A Protettant 
intereſt, either at home or abroad, is now ſcarcely reckoned. 
worthy of being mentioned in public de bates, by any 
Party, miniſterial or anti-miniſterial. After a thort- Liv, 
ed heat that ſpread through the nation, upon the public 
encouragement fome time ago given to popery, after ſa 
many meetings, proteſtations, ſolemn warnings, and reſo- 
jutions adopted, by all claſſes and bodies of men, civil 
and recleſiaſtical upon that head, in Scotland, a deep. 
lethargy has ſucceeded, and all this apparent concern has 
paſſed away. like a morning cloud. The late extenſion 
of the popiſh law to Scotland, while men ſlept, is ano- 
ther glaring inſtance of what dependence i is due to mini- 
ſterial promiſes, and how eaſy it is, by ſlow degrees, to 
accomplith the moſt unpopular deſign, and over-reach, # 
_credulous people: a proot too what need there is for the 
people at large {till to watch over their own üben ci 
vil and religious. . 
The i tered, a fo called, in s n ober 
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conſidered as formidable, but almoſt wholly extinct in 


| Britain. Indeed, as it denotes an adherence to the claims 
of the preteniled heir of James, or an, exiled family, in 


oppoſition to that now reigning by the will of the nation, 
this may be true. And that the party thould in conle- 
quence of the failure of the lineal ſucceſſion transferred 
avowedly their allegiance, to the rightful poſſeſſor, muſt 


be cauſe of joy. If they have changed their ſyſtem of 
Political principles, and their Hereditary attachment to 


arbitrary monarchy, the event muſt be ſtill more agree- 
able. But that it is either extinct, or ceaſes to be for- 


midable, as a fyſtem of principles ready to diffuſe its ma- 


lignant influence through the ſtate and conſtitution at 
home, with which the party is now incorporated, in con- 
junction with popery and toryiſm, is not ſo evident. If 
they till retain the old ſpirit and notions, and have on- 


ly, from the neceſſity of events, changed the object to 


which they apply their doctrine, and laviſh ſubjection, 
the friends of Proteſtant liberty will have little cauſe to 


| boaſt of the acquiſition. | 


The ſpecious pretext of equal liberty nod l 
toleration, has operated with Proteſtants as a ſaporiſfic 
doſe, and impoſed on thoſe called the friends of reform 


of late, in all the three kingdoms, as well as others. . 
Some apparent temporary coincidence of views and inte- 
reſts, has aſſiſted its operation: the latent poiſon is not 


apprehended, and the «langerous reſult not perceived. 


But though no good man would with to fee any ſet of 
men outwardly haraſſed and puniſhed, merely tor their 


religious opinions or worſhip z—yet to give a poſitive 
countenance by law, and to plead for the fame meaſure 


of liberty, te the faſt friends either of popery or Jacobi- 


tiſm, while remaining eſlentially the ſame, is to make the 
ſyſtem of liberty a felo de ſe, or a felt-deſtroyer. To do 


any thing that gives a direct countenance to a falſe reli- 
ion, is to offend againſt the duty we owe religion; and 
to eſpouſe an intereſt incompatible with the preſervation 


* liberty. is inconſiſtent with a due love — care of i it. 
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ſion from the eſtabliſhed churches in Britain and Ireland, 
have not diſtinguiſhed themſelves by any new or peculi- 
ar principles about civil government, nor can they with 
any juſtice be conſidered as a faction in the ſtate. Their 
aſſociation was formed ſolely for purpoſes of a religious 
nature, namely the procuring and maintaining a pure 
eccleſiaſtical conſtitution, and an adminiſtration in the 
churches, conformable to the laws of the great legiſlator 
therein. As the corrupt ſtate of theſe churches firſt gave 
birth to it, ſo the continued progreſs of corruption there- 
in affords the reaſon for the continuance of it. In main= 
taining a teſtimony however againſt the corruptions in the 
national churches, they. were neceſſarily led alſo to con- 
diemn and teſtify againſt many things in the civil eſtabliſh- 
ments and Jaws of theſe kingdoms, but not under the con- 
fideration of them as merely civil, but in their near con- 
nection with, and application to matters of religion, and 
in regard to their influence upon the corruptions in the 
eccleſiaſtical ſtate. In this alſo they had ſtill in view, as 
their primary object, an eccleſiaſtical reform, and a civil 
only in ſo far as connected therewith, and as might be Ne» 
hw +. for obtaining or ſecuring the other. 

Accordingly, as it never entered into their plan, fo they 
never ſtated a quarrel with the mere civil form of govern- 
ment eſtabliſhed in Britain or in any nation, in a king, 
temporal Jords, and commons; nor had they ever the 
remoteſt thought of affociating together for the aboliſh- | 
ing any of theſe branches of the legiſlature, or even for in- 
creating the power of one or more of theſe, to the weaken- 
ing or degrading the other: They claim no right, and 
have avowed no deſign to innovate or alter in theſe re- 
ſpects: but on the contrary, have expreſsly recognized 
both the lawfulneſs and the excellence of ſuch a civil 
conſtitution, have uniformly profeſſed ſubjection to the 
authority conſtituted in it: they have declared the will 
and determination of the body politic to be a ſacred law 
unto them in theſe matters; and have i in the fulleſt man- 
ner expreſſed their reſolution to give all dutiful ſubjecti- 
on to the powers that be, as thus conſtituted, in all Jaws 
ful commands; ä of many corruptions be- 


3 
lon ging to their conſtitution, and adtninifiration. Were 
nothing more included in oaths of civil allegiance, in pro- 
feſſions of attachment, or engagements of fidelity to the 
Britiſh conſtitution, than what is above expreſſed, there 
is no ſeceder that could, upon principle, ſcruple to enter 
into them. But the matter hath ever been conſidered by 
them in a very different light. Public oaths, declarati- 
ons, or ſubſcriptions of any kind, whether impoſed by 
authority, or entered into by voluntary aſſociations, they 
know, muſt be interpreted according to the declared 
meaning, and taken with the avowed intention, of thoſe 
who impoſe or require them, otherwiſe men only juggle 


and deccive one another, and become guilty of jetuitical 


£quivocation. All ſuch engagements and dcclarations 
reſpecting the ſtate, when expreſſed without limitation, 
muſt neceflarily bear a legal conſtruction, nor can the 
private ſenſe of individuals, nor the interpretation of any 
claſs of ſubjects, ſtand good againſt the public, proper, 
and legal ſenſe of them. Perſons therefore who are con- 


vinced that there are many things ſinful in the conſtitu- 


tion of a kingdom, in the ordinary acceptation of the 


word, and in the full latitude of its meaning, or who diſ- 


approve, from religious principle, of many eſtabliſhed 
laws and acts of adminiſtration, cannot ſurely, in truth 
and with a good conſcience, ſubſeribe ſuch declarations 
or engagements, in which the evils are inſeparably joined 
with the good of that conſtitution, the bad laws with the 
excellent, and by conſequence the unlawful commands 
of civil magiſtrates profeſſedly admitted as well as 


the lawful. If the matter of theſe engagements com- 


prchends both the one and the other, while the ſwearer 
or declarant has no room to ſtate his own exceptions, 


or make any diſtinction which can be ſuſtained by the 
legiſlature, or admiſſivle in law, no wonder though every 


honeſt man, who fears an oath, and is deſirous to {peak 
truth as it is in his heart, ſhould, in ſuch a cale, enters. 
tain a ſcruple. Yet it would be "highly 3 injurious to ſuſ- 
pect people, who have otherwiſe teſtified their 155% | 
. Aren, Wat proof of their being good * 
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of want of i * authority, c or the good of their 
country, merely for their ſcrupling ſuch ambiguous and 
unqualified modes of expreſſing it. Their conſcientious 
fear of involving themfelves in the guilt of approving 
any thing acknowledged by them as a public evil, ſhould 
rather be conſidered as a fign of equal regard to main- 
tain their allegiance, and to perform the duties of ſubjects 
in the manner and to the extent which they have freedom 


to profeſs and promiſe them. Their ſtanding at a diſtance 


from the evil, or what they conſider as ſuch, ſhould be 
taken as a ſecure pledge of their remaining ſteddily at- 
tached to all that they have acknowledged to be lawful, 
good and excellent, in the civil conſtitution and laws; 
whereas the eaſy compliance of many with all public 
meaſures, a raſh and forward ſubſcription to all terms of 
qualification in the ſtate, and an indiſcriminate ſwallow- 
ing all oaths, without aſking queſtions about their true 
meaning and full import, may often give reaſon to fear 
the want of knowledge and a principle of integrity in 
what they do; nor will a wiſe government look upon 
theſe as the moſt ſatisfactory proofs of loyalty, or un- 
doubted ſecurities for ſtedfaſt attachment, or dutiful prac- 
tical obedience. 
While ſeceders have always in word and deed approv- 
ed and ſubjected themſelves to the preſent civil govern- 


ment in Britain, and ſtudied in their ſtations to maintain 
the peace and welfare of the common- wealth, they have 
been, at the ſame time, careful to avoid any approbation, 


direct, or indirect, of any evils or abuſes prevailing there- 
in, particularly thoſe which immediately reſpe& the ob- 

ject of their religious teſtimony. They have fo explained 
and qualified the duty of their civil allegiance, as not to 


hinder them in the diſcharge of any duty they owe to 


Chriſt; and engage ſo to ſupport what is neceſſary and 
laudable in the Britiſh conſtitution, as to leave full room 


for promoting the reform of it from any corruptions 
that may cleave to it, eſpecially thoſe directly incompati- 


ble with that reformation of religion which they contend 
for, which is the great end of their ecciefiaſtical conſtitu- 


tion. Virtually to renounce a. former reformation, in 
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oppoſition to the moſt explicit vows to maintain it, or 
to preclude a future reformation in the church of Chriſt, 
muſt be equally unwarrantable-in the followers of Chriſt; 
and in thoſe profeſſedly witneſſing for fuch reformation, 
wonld be peculiarly culpable and ſelf-contradictory. They 
had declared from the beginning, that there were no oaths 


to the government in being, which they had freedom to 


ſwear in conſiſtency with their religious teſtimony; as 
there were none of theſe but exclude and contradict the 
oath of the covenant which had previouſly laid a perpe- 
tual obligation to promote reformation; or that homolo- 
gate the preſent ſeitlements of religion engroſſed in the 
united conſtitution. Though there had been no former 
reformation in Britain, or covenants ſworn: to that effect, 
they would confider themſelves ſtill as under the: higheſt . 
obligation to promote it, and would have juſt ground to 
| ſcruple any bonds or declarations, by whatever authority 
required, that would for ever fetter them in this matter, 
and bind them to maintain and render perpetual any 
corruptions in a church or a ſtate, prejudicial to the au- 
thority and pure inſtitutions of Jeſus Chriſt : much more 
have we reaſon to conſider ſuch acts as inexcuſable and 
hainous in the circumſtances in which cheſe nations, and 
individuals in them are now placed. On like grounds 
they condemned the ſwearing religious clauſes in ſome 
burgeſs gaths, whereby perſons bind themſelves to con- 
tinue all their days in the profeſſion of the true religion, 
as defined, limited and authorized by the laws of the 
realm; inſtead of regulating it according to the true 
ſtandard of it, the Bible, and in conformity to the pure 
profeſſion, and beſt examples, thereof, in the churches, 
jn times of reformation. - | 
Whoever conſults the Seeccſſion Teſtimony, will eaſily 5 
diſcover a number of important particulars, in which the - 
preſent conſtitution, and correſpondent legal adminiſtrati- 
on of Great Britain, are oppoſed to their religious princi- 
ples, and thaſe of all genuine Preſbyterians, and to the 
common ſyſtem of the reformed in aimoſt all the Proteſ- 
tant nations; and conſequently they muſt ſee that decla- 
rations of approbation, or engagements to both, would be 


$3... 


palpably contradictory. The oppoſition is very manifeſt 
in regard to the eccleſiaſtical ſupremacy annexed to the 


crown z the admiſſion of lords ſpiritual into the legiſſa- 
ture the legal eſtabliſhment of prelacy, and the groſs 


corrupt ions in worthip, government and diſciple of the 


church of England, which comprehend a very long cata- 
logue;—the limitation to the ſucceſſion of the crown to 
one in communion with that church ; the obligation 
laid on all who hold offices under the crown in England 
to take a ſacramental teſt the ſettling ſuch legal condi- 
tions againſt any enjoying places of power and truſt, as 


are deſtuctive of former reformation laws, and neceſſarily 


exclude al] adherents to that former reformation the 
veſting a power of eccleſiaſtical patronage in the crown 
and other patrons; all which had been publicly abjured, 


and legally provided againſt in Scotland. There may be 


a like inconſiſtency, and dangerous ſnare for conſciences, 
in taking oaths tg the faithful diſcharge of inferior civil 
offices under magiſtrates, to all the extent that the conſti- 
tution and laws of the realin may authorize; as alfo in 


engagements to a voluntary co-operation with and affiſt- 


ance to public peace-offieers in ſuppreſſing illegal and ſe- 
ditious meetings of people, &c. if theſe, from the known 


deſign for which they are propoſed, or the terms in which 


they are expreſſed, may be equally applicable to meetings 


or aſſociations of people, that are peaceable and regular, 


for obtaining a lawful object, ſuch as petitioning the legiſ- 
lature about public grievances, or promoting æ needful 
reform, civil or religious, as well as thoſe of a contrary 


deſcription; whereby perſons may become guilty of in- 


vading the liberty of dutiful ſubjects, of condemning the 


proceedings of religious reformers in paſt times, and lay- 
ing a bar in the way of any attempts of the ſame kind for 


the time to come. | 
- Such ſcruples on the part of ſeceders neither ariſe from 

dliſaffection to the civil form of our conſtitution, or the 
| Proteſtant ſucceſſion in the reigning family, or indifference 


about the public peace; nor yet from the influence of zeal 


for any preſent political party, or any peculiar predilecti- 


on for or. intereſt. in that ſpecific plan of civil reform 


: £7 
A 
"TH 
* 


— r rr — 6 


| 
| 
| 


* 
which has of late occaſioned ſuch unhappy diviſions and 
proceedings in the nation. They belong to their original 
principles, and reſt upon more general grounds. They 
are of a different kind from thoſe of diſaffected nonjurors. 


The honeſt Preſbyterians who formerly refuſed to ſwear 
the qualification oaths, as well as the firſt Seceders who 


ſucceeded them, never were ſuſpected on that account of 
a deſign to overturn the government, or to favour the inte- 


reſt of a pretender: though they would not ſwear, they 
ceaſed not to pray, and in times of danger, to aſſociate, 
contribute, and arm, in behalf of the former againſt the 
latter. Theſe principles have only an occaſional conſe- 
quential connection with, and an accidental] application to 
any of the living political diſputes; and the objections 
from them lie equally againſt the public declarations, ad- 


dreſles, profeſſions and engagements, emitted by the popu- 
lar ſocieties in the cauſe of parliamentary reform, fo far as 
theſe are vague and ambiguous, and nat accompanied with 


proper explication and limitations; as againſt thoſe oppo, 
fing it, under the pretext of ſupporting the conſtitution. 
Accordingly the writer of this, the moment that he ſaw 


the form of affociation and reſolutions adopted by the ſo- 


cieties for reform in Glaſgow when firſt publiſhed, ſcru- 
pled not to declare to the gentleman who brought them, 


that they had thereby on the matter ſecluded all engaged 


in the Seceſſion teſtimony from ſabſcribing or taking an 


active ſhare with them, unleſs they were to allow them- 


ſelves in the uſe of ſome degree of diſhoneſt artifice and 
prevarication,—however agreeable the general idea and 


_ deſign of reform might be unto them. He at the ſame 
time, confefles, that there were declarations and reſoluti- 
ons from particular ſocieties, ſo exprefled, as that any 


friends of religious reform might without ſcruple have 
adopted them, and upon the footing of theſe being pu- 
blicly made and admitted, might think it not only law- 


ful, but their duty to co-operate with their fellow ſubjects 


in the regular proſecution of the common object. And 


in explaining himſelf thus far on the ſubject, he believes 
he has ſpoken the ſenſe of all of that religious denomina- 


tion upon it, and confeſſed the full amount of all that 
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any belonging to it, who underſtood what they! were 15 
ing, could ever be juſtly charged with in the whole of 


this buſineſs. It will doubtleſs appear ſtrange to cool 
poſterity that ever ſerious alarms and e thould 


have ariſen from ſuch cauſes as theſe. | 


| Wes Page 47. This teſtimony contains the axineiples. 
of the truęſt layaliy. As the principles therein adopted, 


on the head of civil government and obedience, are in 


reality none other than theſe taught by the law of nature, 


and explained and peculiarly enforced in divine revelati- 


on; the ſame which have been avowed in the confeſſions 


of all the reformed churches, and practically adhered to 


by the body of true Chriſtians in every age: as they do 


not differ from thoſe which have been aſſumed and de- 


fended by the moſt approved writers on the ſubject, who 


have endeavoured to ſettle government, and the authori- 


ty of rulers, on their beſt and firmeſt baſis, there can be 


no reaſon for repreſenting them as exhibiting wild theo- 
ries, or dangerous novelties, by which the order of ſociety 


and tranquillity of ſtates, may be diſturbed, kings de- | 
| throned, or wantonly reſiſted, and all government ſub- 
verted. They hold true religion and loyalty to be inſe- 


parable; and the precepts of fearing God, and honour- 


ing the king, or any in civil office, to de both eſſential 
parts of the moral and eternal law given to all people. 


Though they admit no divine inſtitution of civil govern- 


ment, in reſpect of its particular forms, or the perſons to 
be javeſted with it, in which reſpects, it is the ordinance 


of man, and left to the will and choice of the people in- 
tereſted therein, according to the general principles of 
the law of nature or right reaſon, yet as this law flows 


originally from God, and is ſanctioned in his word, fo 
whatever is ordained in a nation, or agreed to among any | 


people, for the purpoſe of government, and the commou 
good of ſocicty, they allow to be ordained by the will 
and authority of God: and the perſons whoever they 
may be, according to whatever forms they may be con- 


ſtituted, or exerciſe their office, who are thus appointed 
by the choice, cr allowed by the tacit conſent of the body 
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tie, ahey* chars to be the powers ordained of God 
Hed the only lawful rulers, in theſe nations, to whom the 
duties of obedience and honour are fo be paid, in the 
fear of God, and for conſcience ſake, and to whom all 
the precepts in the Bible relating to governors and ſub- 
jects are to be applied. The kingly form of government, 
ſtrictly ſo called, though no ſacredneſs belongs to it, in 
ordinary caſes, beyond others, is declared by them to be 
not only allowed, but expreſſy approven of God, in ferip- 

ture; and that wherever that, or any other kewful: form 
ol government, is once ſettled by general conſent, the 
minor party in a nation are no longer at liberty to reject 
it, or attempt, for flight reaſons, to alter it, or introduce 
another, while not manifeſtly and habitually unhinging 
the liberties of the people, and tyrannically invading the 
rights of conſcience. They inculcate the caution of Solo- 
mon, not to medale ꝛuiih them that are given to change: 
which ſuppoſes «That there will readily be ſome men 
&« given to change; men of a reſtleſs ſpirit, of a double 


5 « mind, and of an unſtable conduct: men addicted to 


6. novelties; ; and who particularly, will depart out of the 
old road of duty toward civil ſuperiors, upon new pre- 
4 tences: while at the ſame time it is here implied, that 
even the children of God are in danger of meddling 

se with fuch perſons; and have ſpecial need to be on 
«© their guard againſt them.“ As they do no reſtrict the 
exerciſe of public juſtice, the maintenance of order and 
Peace, to any one particular form of civil {pinot ſo 
neither do they make the perſonal character, the religi- 
ous qualifications, or particular acts of magiſtrates, the 
reaſon, or the rule of ſubjection to their authority, nor 
do they ſuſpend the duty of ſubjects upon the degree of 
excellence of the civil conſtitution, or the character of 
the adminiſtration. fettled in any land; but becauſe they 
are ſettled, and generally acknowledged in it, and while 
they ceminbe to be ſo, all individual ſubjects : are bound 
to ah ak and — them, ſo Tip as .. are 5 


* . ng Defence of Principe dec. h 7 Keel. on 
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the good ends of their appointment, and mme 


requiring only lawful things. The authority of all prin- 


cipalities, and of all ſtates, is hereby fixed on its broadeſt 
baſc ; whether they be Jewiſh or Pagan, Chriſtian or in- 
Gdel, Popiſh or Proteſtant, regal or republican z whether 
the rulers be better or worſe; the government more or 
leſs free. Accordingly it is declared, “ that as the dif- 
« ferent forms of civil government agree in their gene- 
é“ ral nature, and as none of them has any inſtitution 
« exclufive of others; fo the general rule of duty to- 
« wards the ſupreme legiſlative power under any of thef=z 
« forms, anſwers, as well under them all.“ “ The lar 


. guage of the firſt an Lene is adopted, Ar- 


ticle 26. | 

« We n empires, r . 
and cities, to be diſtincted and ordained by God; the 
power and authority in the ſame, — be it of emperars 
in their empires, of kings in their realms, duxes and 
princes in their dominions, and of other magiſtrates 
in their cities, to be God's holy ordinance; ordained 
for maaifeſtation of his own glory, and for the ſingu- 
Jar profit and commodity of mankind : ſo that whoſo- 
ever gocth about to take away or to confound the 
whole ſtate of civil policies, now long eſtabliſhed; we 

affirm the ſame men, not only to be enemies to man- 
kind, but wickedly to fight againſt God's expreſſed 
will. We ſurther confeis and acknowledge, that ſuch 
perſons as are placed in authority are to be loved, 

honoured, feared, and holden in molt reverend eſtima- 
tion.” 

By theſe principles Ihe duty of e and the 
ee precepts enjoining it, ar: ſuppoſed to reſpect 
rulers as ſuch, or as in the; lawful poſſeſſion of ruling 


ee and in fo far as truly exerciſing the ſame, abltrac- | 


ting from their perſonal characters or qualifications, 
moral or religious, or their mal- adminiſtrations either in 
a way of willen or commiſſion, from which there never 
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were nor can be any magiſtrates wholly or * free, ® 
hey affirm, No inſtance can be produced of any of 
the Jewiſh people being at any time condemned for yield- 
mg ſubjection and obedience in matters lawful, unto the 


wark of theſe kings who ruled over them by the will of 
the civil body whereunto they at any time belonged, 


whether in their on land or elſewhere.” + But, « upon 


ſuppoſition of a ruler's being ſo corrupt as, without. 


ground, to diſcountenance, diſcourage, or diſtreſs the ſub- 
J, upon perſonal or religious accounts; the ſubject 


nniſt not, in the mean time, repay him evil for evil: but 


while-he is bound to uſe lawful endeavours, as his calling 
gives acceſs, for ſelf-preſervation, for vindicating his in- 
nocency and the cauſe for which he ſuffers, and for hav- 
in the government reformed; he mult, at the ſame time, 
cod: inue in ſubjection and obedience to the ruler in laws 
fie matters, while the civil ſtate c continues to acknowled ge 
him.” $ 

| Therights which they allow to the b or the body 
Solitic, in conſtituting, altering, or reforming their govern- 
ment, or in ſetting up, limiting, judging, reſiſting, or de- 
poſing rulers, are ſo admitted and explained, as fully to 
fecure all due authority and reſpect to them, and to guard 
people againſt lawleſs licentiouſneſs, or a wanton abuſe 


of theſe rights. While they conſider the politic body as a 


party voluntarily contracting with the king, whoſe (con- 
rinued concern with him is about the obſervation of a 
contract, not the yielding of ſubjection;“ at the fame 
time, they declare, © that no argument concerning the 


obligations or rights of the people collectively conkd er- 


« ed, as à body policy touches the queſtion anent the 
« duties or rights of the people An reit, confidered as 
c ſubjects, and that no inference can be draun from the 
one to the other.“ 5 | 

Though they hold that-ralers auch coor are Segal 


| bond to profeſs, and in their ſtations to maintain and 


promote the true religion revealed in the word of God, 


1 that it is e that N and people be or 


* 


ae page 314. + * 318 8 Page 298. 1 Diſpty, page 275. 
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« one perſect religion,” yet they do not admit that ing 
delity or difference in religion make void the magiſtrates 
zuſt power, or that a due meaſure of religious quaiificati- 
ons is eſſential to the being of the magiſtrates office, tho 
it be needful for the well being of it. While they teach, 
that it is peculiarly. incumbent, upon every civil ſtare, 
+ whereinto Chriſtianity is introduced, to ſtudy and 
< bring to paſs, that civil government among them, in 
all the appurtenances of its conſtitutſon and adminiſtra- 
<« tion, run in an agręeableneſs to the word of God; be 
* ſubſervient unto the ſpiritual kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, 
« and to the intereſts of the true religion and reformati- 
% on of the church; without which they cannot truly 
ce proſper in their civil concerns, nor be enriched by the 
<« bleſſings of the goſpel;: While they approve the deed 
of conſtitution in Scotland, requiring rulers, upon their 
admiſfion to their office, to allow, maintain, and defend, 
the reformed religion therein ſettled, and confeſs the 
deeds and engagements to this effect to be c morally un- 
alterable, in all moral reſpects;” and confeſs that both 
rulers and people have ſinned 1n-departing from theſe; 
yet they hold, that as this religion is ſtill in itfelf eſſenti- 
ally diſtinct from a civil conſtitution, and no human laws 
can alter the diſtinction between the church and the ſtate, 
fo there may be a lawfal civil government, where no ſuch 
re formed religious conſtitution has ever been ſettled, and 
may {till remain after this has been ſinfully violated and 
changed. As government is of abſolute neceſſity among 
all people, ſo no wickedneſs of theirs can exempt them 
from the obligation, or deprive them of the right of ap- 
pointing it: nor can any defection from religious refor- 
mation wherewith they, or the rulers they conſtitute, 
may be chargeable, invalidate their deed of civil conſti- 
tution, or the lawful exerciſe of civil authority. While 
the friends of reformation are to give no approbation 
of any: culpable defects, or partake in the corruptions, 
attending theſe, they are not at liberty to withold their 
| full tribute of conſcientious obedience to what is un- 
doubtedly good: nor may they apply the rules, or re- 
ſerve the — * 2 civil governors, to ſome 
2 


5 any 


Ideal government or governors, afterwards to be conſt}. 
tuted, according to that. plag of een which ed 
wiſh. 

When rulers and the body politic both 8 their 
duty, or when a nation may be guilty of ſuch a criminal 
apoſtacy from-a religious reformation, as is charged upon 
Britain in the Seceſſion teſtimony, though any claſs of 
ſubjects are then warranted, not only in teſtifying againft 
their evils, but alſo in endeavouring to bring them back 
to their duty, and in attempting to promote ſuch a re- 
Formation, whether in church or ſtate, by every habile 
mean competent to them z—yet, according to theſe prin- 
ciples, it is never lawful for the minor part of a nation 
to aſſume the powers of the body politic, or, on pretence 
of reformation, to form a ſchiſm in the ſtate, to new mo- 
del the civil conſtitution, or to ſet up any other ciel 
rulers than theſe already conſtituted; 3 nor may ſubjects, 
an a religious capacity, io manage a religious teſtimony, 
or attempt to reform a nation, as to injure the authority, 
Invade the office, or interfere with the proper buſineſs of 
any regular government, By inſtruction, example, pray» 
er, religious contendings, repreſentations, remonſtrances, 
or dutitul APPICALIONS to thoſe in authority, are they to 
ſeek this end; without going into the dangerous extreme 
of propagating religion by offer/roe arms, or impoſing a 
reformation on a reluctant nation. On whatever plan a 
religious ſociety may chooſe to form its oun conſtitution, 
or whatever acts or canons may be eſtabliſhed. therein, 
as rules for tlie ſpiritual government and diſcipline there- 
of, theſe can never be conſidered as of the ſame, nature, 
or ſtanding in the place of civil laws, nor can they ever 
be lawfully carried into effect by ſimilar methods. 
_ Such principles as theſe evidently tend to the meliora- 
tion of governments, but by no means to the diſturbance 
or ſubverſion of them. It would be abſurd in the higheſt 
degree to ſuppoſe, that men will be rendered leſs dutiſul 
towards civil ſuperiors, or leſs diſpoſed to obſerve the 
good order and laws of civil ſociety, by being taught to 
pay unlimited and the moſt, exact obadiente to the laws 
of God: or that the juſt aut! therity of. Hers or the ſafety 


TH) 


of ſtates, can ever be phefugleds! by a diſapprobation or 
the defects or abuſes that may cleave to them, or by du- 
tiful endeavours to remove theſe evils, whereby the beſt 
human conſtitutions are in danger of being NN 
the maſs of the people, as well as thoſe in power, infe 
ed, and the wrath of God brought down upon the com- 
monwealth: for righteouſneſs exalieth a nation, but ſin 15 
ever a diſgrace to any people. It is by taking away the 
wicked from before a king, that his throne comes to be 
eſtabliſhed. ' It is a ſerpentine wile, worthy of this age of 
crooked policy, and conſummate hypocriſy, whereby evil 
men labour to defend and perpetuate thoſe corruptions 
which they wiſh not to relinquith, to repreſent it as little 
leſs than ſedition or treafon to attempt to touch them, 
and to fet loyalty and love of reform againſt each other 
as two oppoſites, as if they could not dwell togyiber in in 
lame breaſt. 

The Seceſſion beltimony; and the writings publicly re- 
ceived by the aflociate body, alſo & contain the principles 
of the trueſt liberty.” They are equaily remote from fa- 
vouring tyranny and licentiouſneſs. They flatter not 
princes with any natural right, or one immediately de- 
rived from heavep, to reign, independent of the will of 
their people: nor do they veſt them with a power to rule 
at their pleaſure, and do right or wrong without con- 
troul. The rights of ſovereigns and of ſubjects, autho- 
rity and liberty, are ſo aſſerted, as not to deſtroy but 
mutually to ſupport one another. They take for granted, 
that all right to government is derived originally from 
the people, and that none poſſeſs a lawful power without 
the expreſs or tacit conſent of the community. Men are 
under no obligation to give obedience to tyrants or uſur- 
pers. The people collectively have a right to ſettle ſuch 
a civil conſtitution as to them may ſzem beſt, and to alter, 
and amend it, when evidently wrong, and to impoſe ſuch 
conditions upon thoſe entruſted! with power, as their 
ſafety and public good may require. Government is con- 
ſidereil as appointed for the benefit of the people, and 
engagements to defend the perſons and authority of kings, 
the * of . &c. are to be joined with 
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and ſubordinated to the maintenance of the liberties of 
_ the nation and of true religion. « Superiority,” they 


ſay, „ muſt in the order of nature be before ſubjection, 


_ 4. the king before the ſubjects; but the body politic is 
« in the order of nature before the king, giving riſe to 


« the king, and ſo cannot be ſubject to him. The politic 
« body is a party voluntarily contraCting with the king; 
« and their continued concern with him is anent the ob- 
« ſcryation of a contract, not anent the yielding of ſub- 
c jection.“ Tea, it is allowed to be „ a principle inſe- 
« perable from the true doctrine of liberty, that upon a 
s king's not fulfilling his obligations, and refuſing to be 


* reformed, the people collectively conſidered, or as a 
body politic, are warranted to lay him aſide.“— ' The 


% public good of out ward and common order in all rea- 
5c {onable ſociety, unto the glory of God,” is declared to 
be the great and only end, which thoſe inveſted with 
& magiſtracy can propoſe, in a ſole reſpect to that office.“ * 


It has inſpection only of mens good or evil works, hav- 


ing no right to aſſume any lordſhip immediately over 
mens conſciences, or to make any encroachments upon 
the ſpecial privileges and buſineſs of the church. - 

As that teſtimony was primarily compiled, and the aſ- 
ſociation formed, in behalf of the ſpiritual rights and li- 


| berties of Chriſtian people, which are amply vindicated, 


and warmly contended for, againſt an exceſſive and ty- 
rannical exerciſe of church power, ſo the common rights 
of nations, or of ſubjects individually, particularly the 
Chriſtian liberty of conſcience, are not overlooked, or 
facrificed to the temporal authority, and compulſion of 
laws. If would be tedions to point out all the ſentiments 
of this nature, which may be either collected from the 
general ſtrain of theſe writings, or which are expreſsly 
aflerted, or are occaſionally introduced in the courſe of 


argument and illuſtration. Whoever carefully peruſes 


them, will, beſides the foregoing, eaſily perceive the fol- 


lowing things, —That no human laws gan either diſannul, 


ehange, or enlarge, the commandments of God, or the 
Coctrines, and ordinances of religion.—That what God 
* Diſplay, page 311. 
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hath lelt free and indifferent in the worſhip of God; cn 


not be warrantably impoſed on conſciences as neceffa 

or as belonging to religion; and that to ſubmir ts what is 
fo required is to betray true liberty of conſeience. Phe 
rights of ſubjects individually to profeſs the goſpel of 
Chriſt, and ſocially to ſet up and maintain the public ex- 


erciſe of their religion, either with or without the-cons. 
ſent of rulers, or the general will of a nation; as allo the 


right of a body politic,” when reformed, to inſiſt on tlie 
abolition of former deeds of conftitution or laws detri- 
mental to their religious freedom, to reform their eccle- 
| fiaſtico-po! itical conſtitution, and to oblige "their civil 
rulers to adopt and act in conformity to it, are phainily 
recognized. Aſſociations, bonds, and covenants, among 
ſubjects, or by the generality of a nation, for effecting 
ſuch purpoſes, though prohibited by thoſe who may have 
the cxecutivs adminiſtration in their hand, ſuch as were 
entered into by the nobility, miniſters, and alt xanks of 
people in Scotland both in the firſt and ſecond reforma- 
tion, notwithſtanding” the oppoſition of a perfidious and 


perſecuting court, are approven.—The uſurpations made 
by James VI. in one part of his reign upon the liberties 


of the church and miniſtry, are condemned, and the 


ſtedfaſtneſs and ſufferings of a number who re fuſed to 


comply with them, are praiſcd.— The changes brought 
about in favour of religion and liberty, in the reign of 
Charles I. and afterwards, though begun and carried on 
by petitions, remonſtrances, popular meetings, conven- 
tions of delegates and tables, renovation of covenants, 
and ſolemn leagues, long ditallowed by royal authority, 
and generally ſtigmatized by papiſts, deſpotie prelates, 

and malignants, as tumults, ſedition, and rebelſion, are 
conſidered as a glorious reformation, accottplifhes by 
the mighty arm of God, and an extraordinary meaſure 
of his Spirit poured our. With the church of Scotland, 


they diſallow the derivation of any eccleſiaſtic power 6b. 
office from civil rulers, making church government mu- 


table by the will and dependent on the pleaſure of thoſe 
who govern the ſtate, or reſigning the right of calling or 
diſſolving church Seeg claſſical, provincial, er rational, 
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to a king or parliament; ; but they have an intriaſie ind 
ordinary right from the nature and laws of Chriſt's king= 
dom, to meet for rect tying the diſorders, and managing 
the affairs of the church, as often as. necellity may re- 
quire: nor may a negative be claimed by the crown over 
their acts and proceedings; nor is the civil ratification 
neceſſary to give them a binding force as eccleſiaſtical 
deeds; nor can the difailowance or condemnation of 
them, when according to the law of Chriſt, by the civil 
authority, in the leaſt invalidate them: in like manner, 
they hold religious oaths and covenants for re formation, 
and for mutual defence in carrying it on, to be equally 
lawful and obligatory: as to the conſcience, when accom- 


5 panied with the countenance of rulers, and full legal ſe- 
curities, or deprived of them. Such arbitrary proclama- 
tions as thoſe publiſhed in Scotland aſter the reſtoration 


of Charles II. diſcharging the ordinary eccleſiaſtical judi- 
catories, and other peaceabie meetings of miniſters, or 
people, to petition, or repreſent the grievances of the 
church, they view as an unwarrantable ſtretch of prero- 

tive, an invaſion of the church's rights, and of the 
kadject⸗ liberties > The univerſal ſilent bm mog given at 


Krit to ſuch wicked tyrannical acts, in the beginning of 


chat reign, without due teſtimony, and the deſertion of 
{ynodical and preſbyterial meetings, when diſſolved or 
diſcharged, in the name of the king, as ſeditious, is, in 
that teſtimony, repreſented as a culpable fainting in the 
cauſe of God. The ſeries of public acts and meaſures 
which enſued, to the time of the Revolution, is branded 


FN a horrid tyranny and grievous perſecution, no leſs de- 


ructive to the liberties than the religion of the nation. 
Many of the oaths and bonds enacted by the parliament 
or privy council, in that period, are reprobated on ac- 
count of the arbitrary power they beſtowed on the ſove- 


_ reign, as well as their hurtful tendency as to religion : 


while the accepters of them are condemned for giving up 


their civil liberties, -at the ſame time they renounced the 
Whole work of reformation; particularly the inſtrument 


aſſertory of the royal prerogative,—the declaration to be 


bu by all in public truſt ; the teſt oath of 163 18 


Diſeig, page 67, 7 71. 


r 


1 
the bond of t670, —and the bond of peace, and the bond 


of regularity, in 1667: by which, not only the convoca- 
tions, petitions, and proteſtations of the former period, 
were owned to be unjawful and ſeditious, and the cove- 
nants void of obligation on any to endeavour an altera- 
tion in the government, either in church or ſtate, but it 
was declared “ unlawful, on any pretext whatever, to en- 
te ter into leagues and covenants, or to take up arms 
6 againſt the king, or thoſe commiſſioned by him;“ con- 
venticles were abjured, and the ſupremacy ſubmitted toy 


as the diſpenſing power afterwards was. They vindicate 


the cauſe, and honour the memory, of*thoſe who ſuffer- 
ed fines, impriſonment, baniſhment, or death, for non- 
conformity to the wicked laws of that period, from the 
eminent Guthrie downgo Renwick : they are accounted 


martyrs for liberty as well as religion. The noble mar- 


uis of Argyle js praiſed, not only as a © ſtaunch preſpy- 
« terian, but as an excellent patriot, and a vigorous aſ- 


c ſerter of Scotland's liberties.” Obedience and ſubjec- 
tion, it is declared, reſpecting only lawful things, can ne- 


ver involve ſubjects in the guilt of public corruptions, but 
the precept © obliges them, and leaves them full capacity 


to teſtify and contend, in their ſeveral places, againſt all 


the corruptions of civil magiſtrates, and in this way to 
endeavour the reformation of the government.“ f Nor 
e“ is this principle of ſubjection at all inconfiſtent with 
« any ſelf-defence that is neceſſary, lawful and expedi- 
« ent, according to the word of God, and right reaſon; . 
« ſuch as our worthy anceſtors endeavoured at Pentland 
« and Bothwell. Yea, there is no manner of inconſiſ- 
« tency, betwixt being in a poſture of ſelf-defence againſt 
« particular injuries offered by a magiſtrate, and an 
« owning, at the ſame time, his title and authority in 
« what Jawſul commands he may impoſe.” $ In fine, 
the Revolution in 1688, is pronounced memorable and 
wonderful, as thereby © the three kingdoms have been 
& reſcued, by the ſurpriſing favour of God, from intole- 
« rable tyranny, popery and flavery z” It is highly valued, 


- 
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28 ſe chrihg the righit of a proteſtant peoßle; to preſerve. 
3 good laws and religion, at the expence of an op- 
preſſive government, and to break through the line of a 
popiſh and arbitrary race of princes: and for a practical 
condemnation and legal abolition of many of the former 
flaviſh doctrines, and tyrannical acts and impoſitions, 
above referred to. If there are any in the three king- 
doms fo infatuated, as earneſtly to wiſh to have any of 
theſe, or any thing like them, once more revived by re- 
curring to ſome ſhreds of obſolete ſtatutes of the Jameſes 
or Charleſes, perhaps left unrepealed, the Aſſociate Sy- 
nod muſt continue to ſay, as the preſbytery did at firſt, 
“% We dare not difſemble or lightly eſteem the ſtigma 
« then put upon the inſamous government of the former 
et period; the juſtice and honour done to the cloud of 
« witneſſes and ſufferers through the ſame, by the act re- 
« ſcinding fines and forfeitures: as alſo, what ſecurity is 
« given, by the preſent civil government, unto our reli- 
« gion, lives, and /berties : although it may be deemed 
rob great an encomium to add, *« ſuch a as no o other people 
© 72020 on earth enjoys the lixe * | | 
| * Diſplay page 284. 
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| he . ob 2 from the foot, transfer the mar 5 «" to 

the Zn of the line below. 8 | x 

| Page 17, line 10, blot out in 

— 28, — 5, from the foot, read . 

39. . from the foot, read Politics 

— 47, — 18, after ate, read we 
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— Fi, — 20, read exemplary 
G1, — 19, read atrocious 
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